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POTTSTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
 

       September 6, 2007 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Board of School Directors of the Pottstown School District 
was held on Thursday, September 6, 2007 at 7:00 PM in the Calvin J. Swavely Board Room of 
the Administration Building with President Barry Robertson presiding. Upon roll call, the 
following members were present: Mr. Edwin Edwards, Mrs. Amy Francis, Mr. Barry Robertson, 
Mrs. Cathy Skitko, Dr. James Smock, Mr. Philip Thees, and Mrs. Judith Zahora. Absent: Mrs. 
Bonita Barnhill and Mr. Robert Hartman. Also present were: Superintendent of Schools, Mr. 
David Krem; Assistant Superintendent, Dr. Reed Lindley, Director of Education and Human 
Resources, Dr. Jeffrey Sparagana, Business Administrator, Mrs. Linda Adams, Solicitor, Mr. 
Stephen Kalis, Mrs. Michele Pargeon, Mr. Dennis Wausnock, Mr. Richard Huss, Mr. Nat White, 
Mrs. Gail Cooper, Mrs. Heather Richards, Mr. John Armato, Mr. Robert Decker, Mr. Stephen 
Rodriguez, Mr. Ronald Brown, Mrs. Mia DiPaolo, Mrs. Rita Cohen, Mr. John Hill, Mrs. Pam 
Bateson, Mrs. Lori Hoch, Dr. Angela Tuck, Mr. Bob Giering, Mr. Aram Ecker, a member of the 
press, and interested citizens. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
  
 It was moved by Mr. Edwards and seconded by Mr. Thees that the minutes of the regular 
meeting held on August 16, 2007 be approved. 
 
 Upon roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: Mr. Edwards: aye, Mrs. Francis: aye, 
Mrs. Skitko: aye, Dr. Smock: aye, Mr. Thees: aye, Mr. Robertson: abstain, Mrs. Zahora: abstain, 
Ayes: five. Abstain: two. Absent: two. Motion carried.  
 
LIST OF BILLS 
 
 It was moved by Mr. Thees and seconded by Mrs. Francis that the list of bills for the 
General Fund totaling $441,438.16, the Athletic Fund totaling $19,925.01, and the Elementary 
Activities Fund totaling $495.61 be approved and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as 
addendum #2007-2008-025. 
 
 Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: seven. Nays: none. Absent: two. 
Motion carried.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 Mr. Krem stated the American Institute of Architects is celebrating their 150th 
anniversary. AIA has prepared a handout which was provided to the board. They would like to 
hold a design charrette at Rupert. 
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AWARDS  
 
 None.   
 
HEARINGS FROM PATRONS OF THE SCHOOLS 
 
 Mrs. Heather Richards presented a $500.00 check from an anonymous donor for the 
Middle School girl’s soccer program.  Twenty-five athletes signed up and have started 
practicing.  Uniforms have been ordered and a schedule of games has been provided.  The 
schedule consists of four games, one being cancelled, and two additional games added with more 
games expected to be added with the assistance of the new Director of Co-Curricular Activities.  
Saturday October 15th will be a golf outing at Twin Ponds.  Mr. Robertson thanked Mrs. 
Richards and suggested board members who play golf would like to possibly play in the 
tournament. 
 
 MR. HARTMAN ENTERED THE MEETING AT 7:20 PM. 
 
 Mr. Brown presented a new pie chart tonight on the PSSA Test Scores published last 
week on the internet.  He was pleased with the results in 2007.  The handout he provided showed 
the yellow being 2006 which was compared to the green of 2007.  We were doing pretty good 
but we do have a lot of work ahead of us. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Community Relations Committee 
 
 Mr. Armato presented copies of the student/parent calendar and the spring edition of the 
Pottstown Pride which is always issued in September.  Last board meetings amended Wellness 
Policy is now on the District Website to increase awareness and provide a list of healthy snack 
alternatives.  Parent recipes can also be found on the website.  We will accept additional recipes 
which will be updated on our website.  He also indicated the Pottstown School District will 
partner with the Pottstown Mercury to publish some of these healthy snack recipes. 
 
 Mr. Armato invited everyone to the Bobby Shantz Field Dedication to be held on 
Saturday, September 22nd.  Mrs. Zahora suggested that the mounds of dirt be removed before the 
dedication.  Mrs. Adams said both mounds will be moved and other improvements will be 
completed.  Two fundraisers were held.  Dr. Patel, Chiropractor, raised $1,500.00 to be used 
toward school supplies at Lincoln for students in need and for achievement rewards and he also 
gave a personal donation.  Ursinus College raised $2,500.00 to be used toward school supplies at 
Edgewood and Rupert. 
  
Finance Committee 
 
 No update. 
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Montgomery County Intermediate Unit 
 
 Mr. Hartman reported on the Annie Sullivan Award.  The Special Education department 
received approval for Early Intervention Plan.  He questions the state on how testing 
expectations will affect special education students. Curriculum instruction on the strategic plan is 
scheduled to coincide with getting results to meet state grade requirements.  Executive Director 
met with three superintendents to try to get a grant to fund safety initiatives.  They are requesting 
a school safety position to assist the county with safety programs.  A bill came up but didn’t pass 
but still $1,000 was appropriated for it. 
 
Personnel Committee 
 
 No update.  
 
Athletic Field Construction Projects Committee 
 
 Mr. Hartman said that the electrical issue at the concession stand was fixed.  However, he 
addressed another issue needing attention.  It was suggested that a commercial electric stove 
replace the propane gas burners.  The approximate costs would be $4,000.00.  Dr. Smock 
expressed concerns for meeting fire code regulations and suggested maybe other means could be 
substituted in lieu of purchasing and installing an electric stove.  
 
 It was moved by Mrs. Zahora and seconded by Mr. Edwards to set aside money to 
purchase equipment for the concession stand, not to exceed $3,000.00. 
 
 Discussion was held on the motion, with Dr. Smock volunteering the use of warming 
ovens for the pizza and hotdogs to see if that would be an acceptable alternative to a commercial 
electric stove. 
 
 It was moved by Mr. Thees and seconded by Mrs. Francis to table the first motion.  Upon 
roll call, the vote was recorded as follows:  Edwards: aye; Francis: aye; Robertson: aye; Skitko: 
aye; Smock: aye; Thees: aye; Hartman: nay; Zahora: nay.  Ayes: six.  Nays: two.  Absent: one.  
Motion carried. 
 
 A motion was then made by Mrs. Zahora and seconded by Mrs. Francis to have the 
Administration take care of what is needed for the concession stand for opening night.  Upon roll 
call, all members present voted aye.  Ayes: eight. Nays: None. Absent: two.  Motion carried. 
 
School Uniform Committee 
 
 Mrs. Francis advised the board the uniform committee will be meeting shortly and the 
meeting time and date will be placed on the website.  Mr. Robertson applauded the committee on 
their letter to the company to have the embroidery paid for at the company expense. 
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SPECIAL REPORTS 
 
 Mr. Krem gave an update on the PSSA results.  The elementary attendance rate is not 
currently an issue.  It is however an issue at the high school.  The high school is below standard 
in 2005 & 2006.  As reported attendance is below the average but it is moving toward the goal 
and it meets the AYP.  Mr. Rodriguez explained what constitutes a graduating class.  Mrs. 
Zahora questioned why Math coaches were only in the middle school and not the high school.  
Dr. Lindley responded that students in the system needing help will be addressed and Math 
coaches will be assisting students K-12.  Coaches will start the year in the elementary schools as 
a result of curriculum changes and revisions.  All five elementary schools and the high school 
met AYP.   
 

Middle School is in Improvement II as a result of having failed to meet AYP for three 
consecutive years.  Mrs. Cooper and staff are addressing and adopting requirements for a school 
improvement plan.  Three groups, special education, African American, and economically 
challenged were factors.  A group is indicated when there are forty or more students.  Principals 
and administrators take great care in promoting the importance of these tests and passing that on 
to the students. 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT ITEMS  
 
 It was moved by Dr. Smock and seconded by Mr. Edwards that the following consent 
items be approved in accordance with Policy 1120 and as recommended by the Superintendent of 
Schools. 
 
PERSONNEL RESIGNATION
 
Marlene Valencia, Per Diem Substitute Teacher, effective immediately, to begin August 22, 
2007. 
 
CLASSIFIED RESIGNATIONS 
 
Annette Lemma, Registered Nurse, resignation effective August 5,  2007, employed since March 
18, 1999. 
 
Karen D. (Ciccoli) Fausnaught, IST Coach, Barth Elementary School, resignation effective 
August 10, 2007, employed since August 23, 2006. 
 
Maria A. Pettine, Classroom Assistant, Barth Elementary School, resignation effective August 
15, 2007, employed since August 1, 2005. 
 
Jennie Repko, Classroom Assistant, Franklin Elementary School, resignation effective 
immediately, to begin August 22, 2007. 
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EXEMPT RESIGNATION 
 
Meeghan L. Binns, Athletic Trainer, Pottstown High School, change resignation effective date to 
August 23, 2007. 
 
PROFESSIONAL LEAVE 
 
Lori Freese, Elementary Teacher, Franklin Elementary School, request childrearing leave 
effective for the 2007-08 school year. 
 
EXEMPT LEAVE
 
Krista Trainer, School Psychologist, Administration Annex, request Childbearing/Childrearing 
Leave, covered by Family Medical Leave Act, effective on or about February 1, 2008. 
 
NEW CLASSIFIED POSITIONS

 
One-on-One Classroom Assistant, Edgewood Elementary School, effective August 22, 2007, 
$12.67/hour, working with visually impaired student. 

 
One-on-One Classroom Assistant, Barth Elementary School, effective August 22, 2007, 
$12.67/hour, working with life skills student. 
 
One-on-One Classroom Assistant, Lincoln Elementary School, effective August 22, 2007, 
$12.67/hour, working with behavioral disorder student. 
 
PROFESSIONAL ELECTIONS 
 
Kalena Pippert, Per Diem Substitute Teacher, effective August 22, 2007, $90/day and in 
accordance with Board Policy 3920. 
 
Jamie DeStefano, Per Diem Substitute Teacher, effective August 22, 2007, $90/day and in 
accordance with Board Policy 3920. 
 
Regina E. Collins, Secondary Teacher, Pottstown Middle School, effective August 22, 2007, 
$42,744, B+15, step 4, replacing Maureen Russell, Reading Specialist. 
 
Catherine A. Ball, Per Diem Substitute Teacher, effective August 22, 2007, $90/day and in 
accordance with Board Policy 3920. 
 
Casey L. Fischer, Per Diem Substitute Teacher, effective August 22, 2007, $90/day and in 
accordance with Board Policy 3920. 
 
Lynn M. Reinhart, Per Diem Substitute Teacher, effective August 22, 2007, $90/day and in 
accordance with Board Policy 3920. 
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Sally A. Jenkins, Per Diem Substitute Teacher, effective August 22, 2007, $90/day and in 
accordance with Board Policy 3920. 
 
EXEMPT ELECTIONS
 
Alison M. DiLeo, School Psychologist, 200 day position, Administration Annex, effective 
August 9, 2007, $56,096, Edgewood Elementary and Rupert Elementary Schools. 
 
Justin Baker, Athletic Trainer, Pottstown High School, effective August 20, 2007, $40,890, 
replacing Meeghan Binns. 
 
Rosalia W. Hunter, Physical Therapist, Administration Annex Building, effective September 10, 
2007, $52,000, new position. 
 
CLASSIFIED ELECTION
 
Denise J. Coleman, Executive Secretary to the Business Manager, Administration Building, 
effective August 27, 2007, $18.92/hour, replacing Karen Shaner. 
 
DISTRICT PUPIL SERVICES SUMMER STAFFING, PAID THROUGH IDEA GRANT
 
Special Education IEP Writing: 
Additional 15 minutes at $29/hr 
Kimberly Budner 
 
Special Education Assistants Extended School Year (ESY): 
Additional hours at $12.03/hr each 
Shante Betts, 2.25 additional hours 
Kelly Chicarelli, 8.25 additional hours 
 
Special Education Teachers IEP Writing: 
$28/hr, up to 6/29/07, $29/hr as of 7/2/07 
Aileen Rohe, 5 hours 
Maxwell Donnelly, 2 hours 
 
Secondary Special Education Teachers IEP Writing: 
Additional 22 hours each at $29/hr 
Sandy Zuchero, Pottstown Middle School 
 
ELEMENTARY SUMMER TUTORING/ENRICHMENT PROGRAM
 
One-on-One Classroom Assistant with a Pottsgrove student, $12.03/hour.  Paid through 21st 
Century Grant funds, billed to Pottsgrove School District, Rebecca Villegas, 36.5 hours. 
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CURRICULUM/TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT
 
Includes planning, staff development, and curriculum hours to be scheduled by the Assistant 
Superintendent throughout the 2007–2008 school year, not to exceed 500 hours. 
 
Karen Winning up to 6/29/07 - $28/hr., as of 7/2/07 - $29/hr. 
 
Frances Emrick up to 6/29/07 - $28/hr., as of 7/2/07 - $29/hr. 
 
Stefanie George up to 6/29/07 - $28/hr., as of 7/2/07 - $29/hr. 
 
Kristen O’Dell up to 6/29/07 - $28/hr., as of 7/2/07 - $29/hr. 
 
Andrea Hunsberger, up to 6/29/07 - $28/hr., as of 7/2/07 - $29/hr. 
 
Laura Lee Kunka, up to 6/29/07 - $28/hr., as of 7/2/07 - $29/hr. 
 
Angela Owarzani, up to 6/29/07 - $28/hr., as of 7/2/07 - $29/hr. 
 
DISTRICT PUPIL SERVICES TRAINING
 
Training for Occupational Therapist staff, two (2) days, paid through Title I 10% set aside funds, 
Jamie Vigliotta, $295.30/day. 
 
SECRETARIAL COVERAGE FOR BOARD
 
Denise J. Coleman, secretarial coverage effective August 27, 2007, $28.38/hour. 
 
CHANGES IN POSITION AND/OR SALARY
 
The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the following changes in position and/or 
salary: 

 
Jennifer Swenk, from Title I Classroom Assistant to Long-Term Substitute Teacher, Franklin 
Elementary School, effective for the 2007-08 school year, $186/day, coverage for Lori Freese. 

 
Dina Rice, from 2.5 day Speech Clinician to 3.5 day Speech Clinician, Pottstown Middle School, 
effective August 22, 2007, $31,090 (includes $280 Special Education stipend). 

 
Susan C. Lopez, from Per Diem Substitute Teacher to Special Education Classroom Assistant, 
Franklin Elementary School, effective August 22, 2007, $12.74/hour, new position, Autistic 
Classroom. 
 
Paula J. Pritchard, from Breakfast Aide and Playground Aide, Rupert Elementary School to 
Special Education Classroom Assistant, Edgewood Elementary School, effective August 22, 
2007, $12.74/hour, new position, One-on-One with visually impaired student. 
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Maureen A. Russell, from Reading Specialist to Title I Reading Teacher, Pottstown Middle 
School, effective August 22, 2007, salary to remain the same, new position, paid for by Title I 
funds. 
 
Andrea M. Barlow, from Per Diem Substitute Teacher to Floater Substitute Teacher, effective 
August 22, 2007, $186/day. 
 
APPROVAL OF 2007-2008 BARGAINING UNIT SALARIES  
 
The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the 2007-2008 Bargaining Unit Salaries and 
a copy be filed in the Secretaries office as addendum #2007-2008-026. 
 
RESOLUTION FOR APPOINTMENTS AND CERTIFICATIONS OF ADMINISTRATORS 
AND SUPERVISORS  
 

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the Resolution for the Appointments 
and Certifications of Administrators and Supervisors and a copy be filed in the Secretaries office 
as addendum #2007-2008-027. 
 
POLICY 1700:  ORGANIZATIONAL CHART  
 

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve Policy 1700, Organizational Chart 
and a copy be filed in the Secretaries office as addendum #2007-2008-028.   
 

Upon roll call, all members present voted aye.  Ayes: eight. Nays: none.  Absent: one.  
Motion carried 
 
NON-CONSENT ITEMS 
 
 None. 
 
INFORMATION 
 
 None. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
1. Televised Board Meetings with PCTV – Mr. Thees – no update. 
 
2. Athletic Fields and Physical Education Facilities – Mrs. Adams reported that synthetic 

fields and plans for overall facilities are temporarily on hold due to the hiring of a new 
athletic director.  
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3. Middle School Girls’ Soccer Program – Mr. Sparagana reiterated Mrs. Richards update.  
Mrs. Zahora asked about the impact the girl’s soccer program has had on the boy’s soccer 
program.  They will look into it and report back when an answer is found. 

 
4.  Request for AIA Charrette – Dr. Smock spoke with Mr. Hylton and indicated he will be 

available at the next board meeting to determine the progress of his study to determine if 
this would be appropriate prior to going off in multiple directions.  How does this dove 
tail with Mr. Hylton’s study?  Mr. Hilton made arrangements for the AIA to walk through 
Ruppert to recommend they look at Ruppert as their project.  Mr. Hylton will be here on 
the 20th to discuss and Mr. Hart will also attend. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. Personnel – Dr. Sparagana 
 

Dr. Sparagana reviewed personnel items on the September 20, 2007 agenda board for 
approval. 
 

2. Professional Leaves – Dr. Lindley reviewed professional leaves to be placed on the 
September 20, 2007 agenda for board approval. 

 
3. Field Trips – Dr. Lindley reviewed field trips to be placed on the September 20, 2007 

agenda for board approval. 
 
4. Portnoff Delinquent Tax Agreement – Mrs. Adams reviewed the benefits of hiring 

Portnoff and the positive strides the company has made in collecting delinquent taxes. 
 
5. Approval of Alternative Education Contracts – Mrs. Adams reviewed the Alt. Ed. 

contracts to be placed on the September 20, 2007 agenda for board approval. 
 
6. State Audit Corrective Action Plan – Mrs. Adams reviewed the State Audit Corrective 

Action Plan to be placed on the September 20, 2007 agenda for board approval. 
 
7. Bid Award: Re-coat Foam Roof – Barth/Lincoln (action to be taken) – Mrs. Adams 

reviewed the bid awards and has asked that action be taken after the hearings from 
patrons of schools. 

 
8. Existing School Construction Resolutions – Dr. Smock indicated copies of past 

resolutions can be obtained from Business Office.  He asked for a review of the 
resolutions to determine if action should be taken on any or all at the next board meeting.   

 
9. Additional New Business Items 
 
 None. 
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FEDERATION REMARKS 
 
 Mr. Decker expressed appreciation for Mrs. Heffner’s notification to all staff of EAP-

HMS and appreciation for the board moving forward on this valuable program. 
 
HEARINGS FROM PATRONS OF THE SCHOOLS 
 
 No hearing. 
 
BID AWARD: RE-COAT FOAM ROOF 
 

It was moved by Dr. Smock and seconded by Mr. Edwards that the board approve the 
awarding of contracts for the purpose of re-coating portions of Barth and Lincoln Elementary 
Schools’ roofs, along with the partial replacement of Barth’s second story roof with a foam roof.  
The award is being made to the lowest bidder meeting the required specifications and a copy be 
filed in the Secretaries office as addendum #2007-2008-029.  

 
Upon roll call, all members present voted aye.  Ayes: eight. Nays: none. Absent: one.  

Motion carried.  
 
REMARKS BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 
 
 Mrs. Skitko thanked everyone for coming. 
 

Mrs. Zahora gave congratulations on a good school opening. 
  
 Mr. Hartman said thank you to all faculty present.  He also expressed condolences in the 
passing of Mrs. Wentzel who was a teacher of the district for thirty years and she will be missed 
in the community. 
 
 Dr. Smock expressed appreciation of our building principals and all the work they do and 
the difference they make. 
 
 Mr. Thees stated Harrisburg stopped two new bills for home owner tax relief.  If 
everyone worked as hard at putting pressure on Harrisburg for tax relief as other things, there 
would be relief. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

It was moved by Mrs. Francis and seconded by Mr. Edwards that the board adjourn. The 
meeting adjourned at 9:18 PM. 

          ________________________   
          Linda S. Adams 
          Board Secretary 
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