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 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
 

       June 7, 2007 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Board of School Directors of the Pottstown School District 
was held on Thursday, June 7, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium of Pottstown High School 
with Vice-President Dr. James Smock presiding. Upon roll call, the following members were 
present: Mrs. Bonita Barnhill, Mr. Edwin Edwards, Mrs. Amy Francis, Mrs. Cathy Skitko, Dr. 
James Smock and Mr. Philip Thees. Absent: Mr. Robert Hartman, Mr. Barry Robertson, and 
Mrs. Judyth Zahora.  Also present were: Superintendent, Mr. David Krem; Assistant 
Superintendent, Dr. Reed Lindley; Director of Education and Human Resources, Dr. Jeffrey 
Sparagana; Business Administrator, Mrs. Linda Adams; Solicitor, Mr. Stephen Kalis, Mr. John 
Armato, Mrs. Lori Hoch, Mr. Matthew Moyer, Mr. Stephen Rodriguez, Mrs. Mia DiPaolo, Mr. 
Robert Giering, Mrs. Cathy Marchek, Mrs. Rita Cohen, Mr. Richard Huss, Mr. Dennis 
Wausnock, Mrs. Michelle Pargeon, Mr. Jody Rhoads, a member of the press, and interested 
citizens. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PRELIMINARY BUDGET 
 
 Dr. Smock opened the floor to public comment on the 2007-2008 preliminary budget. 
 
 Mrs. Heather Richards addressed the board regarding the Middle School girls’ soccer 
program. She would like the board to fund the program to expedite the start of the program with 
funds to be raised from a golf tournament and other fund raisers to be used to offset the costs. Dr. 
Smock asked what funds have been raised to this point. Mrs. Richards explained Mr. DeRenzo 
requested this be a minimum of a two year program with $16,000 needed for the two years. To 
date the program has raised $2,000 and it is feasible to expect $6,000 to be raised from the golf 
tournament. Dr. Smock asked where the tournament would be held. Mrs. Richards indicated 
Twin Ponds golf course. Mrs. Barnhill asked if this will be an annual tournament. Mrs. Richards 
stated she has not looked that far ahead. Mrs. Barnhill stated when this was first brought to the 
board it was felt that in two years this program would be self-sufficient. Mrs. Richard replied she 
is spearheading this program by herself and hopes someone will pick up where she leaves off. 
Dr. Smock suggested delaying for one year in hopes of raising more funds. Mrs. Richards stated 
her children would not benefit from the program if we delay one year. Mrs. Francis asked how 
many students are interested in a middle school girl’s soccer program. Mrs. Richards stated her 
petition contained seventy two names. There are a lot of soccer players at the middle school 
level. She has no doubt this could become a very successful program. Dr. Smock thanked Mrs. 
Richards for her input and the board will take her request under advisement. Mrs. Richards asked 
when the board would make a decision. Dr. Smock stated the final budget will be approved at the 
June 21, 2007 board meeting. 
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 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 Dr. Smock would like the minutes amended to indicate Mr. Robertson advised this item 
would be placed on under new business on the June 7, 2007 board agenda.  
 
 Mr. Thees would like the addition of the sentence “The case study would look at all 
elementary schools and possibly include the construction of a sixth school. 
 
 It was moved by Mrs. Barnhill and seconded by Mrs. Francis that the minutes of the 
regular meeting held on May 24, 2007 be approved as amended. 
 
 Upon roll, the vote was recorded as follows: Barnhill: aye; Edwards: aye; Francis: aye; 
Skitko: abstain; Smock: aye; Thees: aye. Ayes: five. Nays: none. Abstain: one. Absent: three. 
Motion carried.  
 
LIST OF BILLS 
 
MRS. ZAHORA ENTERED THE MEETING AT 7:35 P.M. 
 
 It was moved by Mr. Thees and seconded by Mrs. Barnhill that the list of bills for the 
General Fund totaling $565,817.17; the Athletic Fund totaling $3,160.63 be approved and a copy 
be filed in the Secretary’s office as addendum #2006-2007- 104. 
 

Upon roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: Barnhill: aye; Edwards: aye; Francis: 
aye; Skitko: aye; Smock: aye; Thees: aye; Zahora: abstain. Ayes: six. Nays: none. Abstain: one. 
Absent: two. Motion carried.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
  
 None.  
 
MR. HARTMAN ENTERED AT 7:40 P.M. 
  
AWARDS 
 
 Mr. Krem advised the district has received a certificate of recognition from the Healthy 
Schools Initiative. The district has developed a wellness committee, started a fresh fruit and 
vegetable program at Edgewood Elementary and the Health and Wellness Foundation has funded 
the fresh fruit and vegetable program at our four other elementary schools. 
    
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Montgomery County Legislative Committee 
 
 No update.  
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Community Relations Committee 
 
 Mr. Armato advised Vanguard representatives provided an onsite college access program, 
meeting with 50 juniors and presenting a 90 minute workshop. They are hopeful of increasing 
participation next year. Mr. Gerald Horn, a 1977 graduate of Pottstown, is interested in 
promoting excellence in mathematics providing a $500 award to the student with the highest 
math PSSA score. Dr. Smock asked which level of PSSA. Mr. Armato replied the 11th grade 
PSSA.  
 
Montgomery County Intermediate Unit Representative 
 
 No update. 
 
PSBA Regional Representative 
 
 No update. Dr. Smock advised PSBA has had programming aired on the local cable 
channel. 
 
Finance Committee 
 
 Dr. Smock advised the budget has been addressed at this meeting, with one parent 
voicing her concerns regarding a middle school girls soccer program. 
 
Personnel Committee 
 
 Mrs. Barnhill advised the committee held a meeting and there will be an executive 
session following the regular meeting.  
 
Technology/Curriculum Assessment Committee 
 
 Mr. Edwards stated updates have been provided on the information provided at the May 
24, 2007 meeting. If anyone has any concerns, please advise the committee.  
  
Washington Neighborhood Initiative Joint Committee 
 
 Dr. Smock stated based on circumstances, the board consider this a new business item. 
The new board should review and discuss the resolutions made concerning this committee.  
 
Athletic Fields Construction Projects Committee 
 
 No update. 
 
School Uniforms Committee 
 
 Mr. Edwards stated after numerous meetings, the committee will be recommending 
uniforms for grades 4K to eight next school year. Grades 9-12 will be shelved for one year to 
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allow high school students and parents to be more involved in the process. The committee will 
be recommending uniform styles, colors, and vendor. 
 
Elementary Construction 
 
 No update. 
 
SPECIAL REPORTS 
 
 None. 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT ITEMS 
 
 It was moved by Mrs. Francis  and seconded by Mrs. Skitko the following consent items 
be approved in accordance with Policy 1120 and as recommended by the Superintendent of 
Schools. 
 
PROFESSIONAL RESIGNATIONS/TERMINATIONS 
 
Leslie Bauer, Substitute Teacher, resignation effective May 11, 2007, employed since January 10, 2005. 
 
Amy D. Downes, Special Education Teacher, Barth Elementary School, resignation effective June 8, 2007, 
employed since January 2, 2002. 
 
CLASSIFIED  
 
Lynne Foulke, Secondary Cafeteria Manager, Pottstown High School, termination effective May 
11, 2007, employed since September 1, 1988. 
     

  REQUESTS FOR LEAVE 
   

Levert Hughes, Student Services Coordinator, request for medical leave of absence, covered by 
the Family Medical Leave Act, effective May 4, 2007, end date to be determined.  
 
CLASSIFIED ELECTIONS 
 
Joyce M. Wilson, Substitute Food Service Worker, effective the beginning of the 2007-2007 
school year, $9.72/hour. 
 
HOMEBOUND INSTRUCTION 
 
Frank Dakota, Pottstown High School, effective May 22, 2007 through June 8, 2007, $28/hour. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL SUMMER TUTORING/ENRICHMENT PROGRAM 
Paid through 21st Century Grant. Program runs June 18 through July 27, 2007. 
 
Robert Stevens, Coordinator, 6/18 to 6/29 - $28/hr, 7/2 to 7/27 - $29/hr. 
 
Anne Frederick, Nurse, 6/18 to 6/29 - $28/hr, 7/2 to 7/27 - $29/hr. 
 
Mary Mahr, Nurse, 6/18 to 6/29 - $28/hr, 7/2 to 7/27 - $29/hr. 
 
CURRICULUM/TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT 
Includes planning, staff development, and curriculum hours to be scheduled by the Assistant 
Superintendent throughout the 2007-2008 school year, not to exceed 500 hours. 
 
Elizabeth Yoder, up to 6/29/07 - $28/hr., as of 7/2/07 - $29/hr. 
 
Brad Mayberry, up to 6/29/07 - $28/hr., as of 7/2/07 - $29/hr. 
 
Sandy Zuchero, up to 6/29/07 - $28/hr., as of 7/2/07 - $29/hr. 
 
Pat DeWald, up to 6/29/07 - $28/hr., as of 7/2/07 - $29/hr. 
 
Karen Neitz, up to 6/29/07 - $28/hr., as of 7/2/07 - $29/hr. 
 
Jane Hospador, up to 6/29/07 - $28/hr., as of 7/2/07 - $29/hr. 
 
Larry Fortunato, up to 6/29/07 - $28/hr., as of 7/2/07 - $29/hr. 
 
DISTRICT PUPIL SERVICES SUMMER STAFFING, PAID THROUGH IDEA GRANT 
 
School Psychologists 
 
Lana Dickinson, 20 days at $362.29/day 
Dr. Sam Brooks, 10 days at $390.91/day 
 
Co-Teaching Teachers 
10 hours each at $28/hr, up to 6/29/07, $29/hr as of 7/2/07 
 
Diane Earnshaw 
Kelly Smale 
Jason Bergey 
Vanessa Barniak 
 
SECONDARY SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER IEP WRITING 
15 hours each at $28/hr, up to 6/29/07, $29/hr as of 7/2/07 
 
Theresa Dundon 



 

 

250 
 

250 

Judy Miller 
Sandy Zuchero 
 
SECONDARY REGULAR EDUCATION TEACHER IEP WRITING 
 
Denise DeAntonio, 20 hours at $28/hr, up to 6/29/07, $29/hr as of 7/2/07. 
 
SECONDARY EDUCATION SCHEDULING 
 
Karen Kemmerer, 60 hours at $28/hr, up to 6/29/07, $29/hr as of 7/2/07. 
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION READING AND MATH CURRICULUM WRITING 
10 hours each at $28/hr, up to 6/29/07, $29/hr as of 7/2/07. 
 
Diane Earnshaw 
Karen Kemmerer 
 
SECONDARY LIFE SKILLS TEACHERS 
 
Robin Romero, 10 hours at $28/hr, up to 6/29/07, $29/hr as of 7/2/07. 
 
Jaclyn Yoder, 70 hours at $28/hr, up to 6/29/07, $29/hr as of 7/2/07. 
 
SECONDARY LIFE SKILLS CLASSROOM ASSISTANT 
 
Sarah Wells, 70 hours at $12.03/hr, 7/2/07 – rate subject to change as per new Support Staff 
Guidelines.  
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION TUTORING 
 
Theresa Dundon, 75 hours at $28/hr, up to 6/29/07, $29/hr as of 7/2/07. 
 
Judy Miller, 30 hours at $28/hr, up to 6/29/07, $29/hr as of 7/2/07. 
 
Sandy Zuchero, 20 hours at $28/hr, up to 6/29/07, $29/hr as of 7/2/07. 
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHERS EXTENDED SCHOOL YEAR (ESY) 
112.5 hours each at $28/hr, up to 6/29/07, $29/hr as of 7/2/07. 
 
Kim Budner 
Maria Pettine 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION ASSISTANTS EXTENDED SCHOOL YEAR (ESY) 
103.5 hours each at $12.03/hr, 7/2/07 – rate subject to change as per new support staff 
guidelines. 
 
Shante Betts 
Kelly Chicarelli 
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER ESY TUTORING 
 
Jamie Joffred, 25 hours at $28/hr, up to 6/29/07, $29/hr as of 7/2/07. 
 
ELEMENTARY SPECIAL EDUCATION IEP WRITING 
15 hours each at $28/hr, up to 6/29/07, $29/hr as of 7/2/07. 
 
Cathleen Emrick 
Jamie Joffred 
Brenda DiDonato 
 
ELEMENTARY REGULAR EDUCATION IEP WRITING 
 
Jill King, 15 hours at $28/hr, up to 6/29/07, $29/hr as of 7/2/07. 
 
NEW CLASSROOM DEVELOPMENT 
40 hours each at $28/hr, up to 6/29/07, $29/hr as of 7/2/07. 
 
Three (3) Teachers – TBA 
 
COMPENSATORY EDUCATION FOR OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 
 
$40.56 per hour for 75 hours.  
 
MATH INTEGRATION ACROSS THE CURRICULUM 
All salaries paid through High Schools that Work Grant 
Total grant amount - $2,000. 
$28/hour for 10 hours each 
 
Peter Kelly 
Robert Decker 
Andrew Bachman 
Laura Luzeski 
Eileen Undorfer 
Corby Drone 
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TECH PREP PROGRAM 
All salaries paid through Tech Prep Grant for participating in Scope and Sequence training and  
articulation of Tech Prep programs. $28/hour for 9 hours each. 
 
Linda Freeman 
Sarah Buruschkin 
 
CHANGES OF POSITION AND/OR SALARY 
 
Andrew Bachman, from Math Teacher, Pottstown High School to Math Coach effective for the 
2007-2008 school year, salary to remain as his regular teacher salary. 
 
Rebecca Wyatt, from Elementary Teacher, Rupert Elementary School to Math Coach effective 
for the 2007-2008 school year, salary to remain as her regular teacher salary. 
 
APPROVAL OF TENURE 
Effective June 7, 2007 
 
Teresa Niemann, Rupert Elementary School 
Joseph Perrone, Pottstown High School 
Kathleen Perry, Pottstown High School 
Elizabeth Walleigh, Edgewood Elementary School 
Todd Williams, Pottstown High School 
 
SUPPORT STAFF TUITION REIMBURSEMENT 
 
Meeghan Binns, Pottstown High School, $388.00. 
 
Lisa Schade, Administration Building, $1,008.00. 
 
PROFESSIONAL LEAVES 
 
 

Building First 
Name 

Last 
Name 

Conference Title Conference 
Location 

Dates to 
Attend 

Cost 

Admin Mary Rieck NAEYC’s 16th 
National Institute for 
Early Childhood 
Professional 
Development 

Pittsburgh, PA 6/10/07 -
6/13/07 

Approx. 
$1232.00  
Paid by PEAK 
grant 

Admin Emily  Baddeley NAEYC’s 16th 
National Institute for 
Early Childhood 
Professional 
Development 

Pittsburgh, PA 6/10/07 – 
6/13/07 

Approx. 
$1232.00  
Paid by PEAK 
grant 

Rupert Matthew Moyer Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District  

Franklin Mia  DiPaolo Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District 
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Franklin Jody  Wenzel Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District 

Franklin Fran  Emrick Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District 

Franklin Nicholas Odagis Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District 

Franklin Diane    Hahn Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District 

Franklin Lindi Vollmuth Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District 

Franklin Aaron Torrence Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District 

Franklin Matthew  Cohen Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District 

 
Franklin Allen Ferster Governor’s Academy 

for Urban Education 
Allentown, PA 6/23/07-

6/28/07 
No Cost to 
District 

Franklin Lori  Freese Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District 

Franklin Jennifer Swenk Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District 

Barth Robert Giering Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District 

Barth Elisabeth Yoder Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District 

Barth Brooke  Dunlap-
Martin 

Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District 

Barth Mindy Inman Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District 

Barth Colleen Blute Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District 

Barth Nicola Alutius Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District 

Barth Michael  DiDonato Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District 

Barth Brenda DiDonato Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District 

Barth Ann 
Marie 

McDonnell Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District 

Barth Kimberly Budner Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District 

Barth Krista  Trainer Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District 

Barth Kelli Wolfel Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District 

Barth Jamie  Fazekas Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District 

Barth Joshua Pierce Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District 

Barth Laura 
Lee 

Kunka Governor’s Academy 
for Urban Education 

Allentown, PA 6/23/07-
6/28/07 

No Cost to 
District 
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FIELD TRIPS 
 

# of 
students 
and/or 
group 

Name of 
conference  
or activity 

Destination Date of 
trip 

Cost to 
student 

Cost to 
district- 
substitutes 

Chaperone(s) 

2 male 
Middle 
School 
students   

2007 PIAA Track 
& Field 
Championships 

Shippensburg 
University, 
Shippensburg, 
PA 

5/24/07-
5/26/07 

None Approx. 
cost 
$375.00 

Mr. Ryan 
Oxenford 

2 female 
students 
Sr. High 

National/U.S. 
History Day 
Competition 

Univ. of MD, 
College Park, 
MD 

6/11/07-
6/12/07 & 
6/14/07 

None Approx. 
cost  
$868. 
No sub. 
needed 

Mrs. Danielle 
McCoy 

 
 
 Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: eight. Nays: none. Absent: one. 
Motion carried. 
 
NON-CONSENT 
 
RESOLUTION 
 

Mr. Kalis advised amending the resolution to reflect the Underwriter and the Board of 
School Directors, not the Business manager. 
 

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the Resolution to amend the date of 
Bond Issuance for Forward Borrowing Entered into on August 19, 2004, as listed on Exhibit 1. 
 
 Dr. Smock suggests allowing public comment and/or input from the incumbent board 
members on this issue.  
 
 It was moved by Mr. Thees and seconded by Mrs. Zahora that the Board table this motion 
to allow the incumbent board members time to review this resolution. 
  
 Dr. Smock asked for public comment. Mr. Richard Huss requested a new hard copy of 
the resolution. Dr. Smock asked the Board Secretary to provide copies of this resolution to the 
incumbents. 
 
 Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: eight. Nays: none. Absent: one. 
Motion carried. 

 
INFORMATION 
 
1. LGI Bids – Mrs. Adams 
2. PHS Wrestling Yearbook 2006-07 – Mr. Armato 
3. Conferences for Administrators, Supervisors, and Teachers – Dr. Lindley 
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4. District Math Adoption – Dr. Lindley 
5. Framework for Continuous Improvement and Accountability – Dr. Lindley 
 � Executive Summary 
6. HOPE Foundation Contract (funded by Title I set aside) – Dr. Lindley 
  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
1. Athletic Field – Mr. DeRenzo 
 

Mr. Krem advised Mr. DeRenzo and Mr. Angstadt will provide an update including 
several options at the June 21, 2007 regular meeting. Mrs. Zahora would like a Shantz 
update as well. Mr. Hartman asked if there has been any further information from Dick 
Franz on the concession stand. Mrs. Adams advised she will ask Mr. Franz to present at 
the June 21, 2007 regular meeting.  Mr. Hartman asked if we are still within the 
parameters of the timeframe to use these funds. Mrs. Adams replied we are still within 
the window of time to utilize these funds.  

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. Personnel – Dr. Sparagana 
 

Dr. Sparagana reviewed the personnel items to be placed on the June 21, 2007 board 
agenda for approval. 
 
Mrs. Zahora questioned which grant will be funding the Grants analyst. Will grants fund 
grant writing? Mrs. Adams stated this person will not be writing grants, but will be 
handling the additional paperwork and accounting that grants necessitate. This position 
will be funded by a variety of grants obtained by the district.  

 
2. Policy 4500 – Dr. Sparagana 
 

Dr. Sparagana reviewed the change in Policy 4500 to be placed on the June 21, 2007 
board agenda for approval.  
 
Mrs. Zahora questioned what has necessitated this change after all these years. She is 
opposed to the last sentence and to allowing supervisors to require a doctor’s note at their 
discretion. She would like to be provided a report showing how many employees abuse 
the current absence policy. Mrs. Francis supports the change to require a doctor’s excuse 
after 3 consecutive absences, but dislikes the last sentence and feels it is inappropriate. 
Mr. Hartman is concerned individuals might be taken advantage of when requiring 
doctor’s excuses. Mrs. Barnhill asked what the current policy states. Dr. Sparagana stated 
the current policy states after 5 days of consecutive absence a doctor’s excuse will be 
required. Dr. Sparagana stated it is the administration’s responsibility to supervise the 
supervisors. Mr. Thees is in agreement with the 3 days and is not totally opposed to 
allowing supervisors discretion when requiring doctor’s excuses. Sick days are a 
commodity and teachers are well paid. Mrs. Zahora stated this policy is for support staff, 
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not teachers. Once again we hit the least paid employees. Mrs. Francis asked if support 
staff employees receive personal days. Dr. Sparagana stated support staff employees 
receive conditional days, not personal days. Mrs. Francis stated many businesses have 
replaced sick days with personal time. Mrs. Adams stated changing sick to personal could 
potentially cost the district, as sick time must be used for sickness and personal time can 
be used for any absence. Employees may opt to use all personal/sick days provided to 
them each year. Currently, sick time carries from year to year and would be paid out at 
retirement at a much reduced rate. Mrs. Zahora feels if the district has employees who are 
abusing absenteeism, they should be terminating these employees. Mr. Krem feels the 
wording is confusing. Does this apply only to those employees who request sick days 
ahead of time, such as an individual who states they have a doctor’s appointment and 
need a specific day off? Dr. Sparagana will rework the last sentence and provide a revised 
recommendation to the board.  
 

3. Professional Leaves – Dr. Lindley 
 

Dr. Lindley reviewed the professional leaves to be placed on the June 21, 2007 board 
agenda for approval. 

 
4. Field Trips – Dr. Lindley 
 

Dr. Lindley reviewed the field trips to be placed on the June 21, 2007 board agenda for 
approval. 

 
5. 2007-2008 School Year Calendar – Mr. Krem 
 
 Mr. Krem reviewed the 2007-2008 school calendar and requested the board take action 
on this item at tonight’s meeting. Mrs. Zahora is pleased to see parent conferences back in the 
fall. She questioned why the High school conferences are in October. Dr. Sparagana stated the 
high school is on a semester schedule and October is at the mid-point of the semester.  
 
6. Resolution to Transfer Funds from General Fund to Capital Reserve – Mrs. Adams 
 
 Mrs. Adams reviewed the resolution to be placed on the June 21, 2007 board agenda for 
approval. Mrs. Adams stated each project would be reviewed by the board for approval. 
 
7. Security – Mrs. Adams 
 
 Mrs. Adams re quested the board approve the administration going to bid for security 
items. Mrs. Barnhill would like to wait until the final budget is approved. Mr. Hartman 
questioned the time frame. Mrs. Adams stated the administration would like to begin developing 
the specifications. Dr. Smock requested the bids be divided by building/site. Mr. Thees stated he 
would be unlikely to reject spending money on security. Mrs. Adams indicated these 
expenditures would be from Capital Reserve and there would be no impact to the millage 
recommended in the 2007-08 budget. The board agreed to start the bid process.  
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8. Nomination for Treasurer – Dr. Smock 
 
 Dr. Smock stated that nominations for treasurer will be placed on the June 21, 2007 board 
agenda for action. 
 
9. Televised Board Meetings with PCTV – Mr. Thees 
 
 Mr. Thees stated the board has had off and on discussion for several years regarding 
televising the board meetings. He feels it is time to move forward and afford the public the 
greatest amount of information possible on how their school system is managed. This would be 
helpful to the entire community and make them appreciative of this process. Mrs. Zahora feels 
this is an interesting idea and would like to know costs.  Mr. Thees feels it should not cost 
anything, PCTV should provide as a community service. Mr. Armato stated costs would depend 
on how the program is produced. Mrs. Zahora suggested have PCTV provide a presentation. Mr. 
Hartman stated PCTV is required to provide time free of charge to the district. Dr. Smock stated 
they are required to provide air time not production time.  Mr. Krem will place this as an 
unfinished business item on upcoming agendas. 
 
10. Save Our Land, Save our Towns Case Study Request 
 
 Mrs. Zahora feels the information requested has already been disseminated to the public. 
She is unsure of what further information would be requested or could be provided. Mr. Thees 
suggests this item be moved to unfinished business for future agendas. Mrs. Pargeon would like 
the board’s permission for Mr. Hylton and other consultants to meet with the Superintendent. 
Mr. Thees stated that a request had been made at a previous board meeting and the Solicitor 
complied with that request. What exactly does this group feel has not been made public? Dr. 
Smock indicated the letter does not imply the district has kept any information secret. Mrs. 
Francis wants to know what this information would be used for. Dr. Smock indicated this 
information would be used to help the incoming board evaluate various options concerning our 
buildings. Mr. Hartman suggests that the Superintendent’s time costs the taxpayers money. Mrs. 
Francis feels we should be careful with the information provided. Mr. Krem feels the board 
should be an active participant in the process and should review the information prior to 
dissemination. Dr. Smock suggests Mr. Hylton should be present to clarify his request. Dr. 
Smock would like this placed as a non consent item on the June 21, 2007 board agenda. Mrs. 
Zahora feels this should be placed as unfinished business. Mrs. Skitko would like more 
information on what Mr. Hylton is hoping to accomplish and what information is still needed. 
Mrs. Zahora suggests Mr. Krem prepare a written response.  
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FEDERATION REMARKS 
 
 Mrs. Marchek asked if the meetings will continue to be held in the high school 
auditorium. Dr. Smock stated the meetings are held here periodically to accommodate larger 
crowds, such as budget hearings. Mrs. Marchek thanked the board for their cooperation 
concerning the school calendar and the meet and discuss process.  
 
HEARINGS FROM PATRONS OF THE SCHOOLS 
 
 Dr. Smock opened the floor for public comment concerning the 2007-2008 school 
calendar. 
 
 Mr. Evan Brandt stated that as a Pottstown resident, he feels the school should have a 
calendar.  
 
 Mr. Thees stated it has galled him for many years that we must call it Winter vacation 
and Spring vacation and not Christmas and Easter vacation. This is not freedom of speech. 
 
 It was moved by Mrs. Francis and seconded by Mrs. Zahora that the board approve the 
2007-2008 school calendar and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as addendum #2007-
2008-105. 
 
 Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: eight. Nays: none. Absent: one. 
Motion carried.  
 
REMARKS BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 
 
 Mr. Thees stated processing the district checks has been quite an educational experience. 
He thanked the administration for their graciousness and kindness in their assistance.  
 
 Mr. Hartman attended the wrestling banquet. It was nice to have our youth shown off in a 
positive way. These programs do much for the kids and their futures. He also attended 
commencement and was impressed with the student speeches. It was nice to have the president 
of MCCC as the commencement speaker.  
 
 Mrs. Barnhill said it is National Chocolate Ice Cream Day. 
 
 Mrs. Zahora attended the 8th grade award ceremony earlier this evening. It was nicely 
done.  
 
 Dr. Smock is encouraged by Mrs. Richards’s efforts to fund a Middle School girl’s soccer 
program. It is encouraging to see citizens raise funds to help their schools. 
 
 



 

 

259 
 

259 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Dr. Smock announced an executive session to discuss personnel issues immediately 
following adjournment. 
 

It was moved by Mr. Edwards and seconded by Mrs. Zahora that the board adjourn.  The 
meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 
     

          ________________________   
          Linda S. Adams 
          Secretary 

           

   

   
 


