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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
May 10, 2007

The Regular Meeting of the Board of School Directors of the Pottstown School District
was held on Thursday, May 10,, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. in the Calvin J. Swavely Board Room of the
Administration Building with President, Mr. Barry Robertson presiding. Upon roll call, the
following members were present: Mrs. Bonita Barnhill, Mrs. Amy Francis, Mr. Barry Robertson,
Mrs. Cathy Skitko, Dr. James Smock, Mr. Philip Thees, and Mrs. Judyth Zahora. Absent: Mr.
Edwin Edwards and Mr. Robert Hartman. Also present were: Superintendent of Schools, Mr.
David P. Krem; Assistant Superintendent, Dr. Reed Lindley; Business Administrator, Mrs. Linda
Adams; Director of Education and Human Resources, Dr. Jeffrey Sparagana; Solicitor, Mr.
Stephen Kakis; Ms. Pamela Bateson, Mr. Robert Decker, Mr. Jerry Ummarino, Mrs. Taffy
Wolfe, Dr. Angela Tuck, Mr. John Armato, Mrs. Gail Cooper, Mr. Bruce Madara, Mr. Ronald
Brown, Mr. Richard Huss, Mrs. Cynthia Wallace, Mr. Ralph Collick, a member of the press and
interested citizens.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved by Dr. Smock and seconded by Mrs. Barnhill that the minutes of the
regular meeting held on April 26, 2007 be approved.

Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: seven. Nays: none. Absent: two.
Motion carried.

LIST OF BILLS

It was moved by Mr. Thees and seconded by Dr. Smock that the list of bills for the
General Fund totaling $816,125.14; the Athletic Fund totaling $6,174.91; the Elementary
Activity Fund totaling $1,122.80; the Cafeteria Fund totaling $67,933.89 be approved and a copy
be filed in the Secretary’s office as addendum #2006-2007-96.

Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: seven. Nays: none. Absent: two.
Motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

It was moved by Mr. Thees and seconded by Mrs. Zahora that the Financial Report for
the General Fund, including reports of receipts and expenditures for the month of March 2007 be
approved and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as addendum #2006-2007-097.

Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: seven. Nays: none Absent: two.
Motion carried.
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TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT

It was moved by Mr. Thees and seconded by Mrs. Zahora that the Tax Collector’s
Report, as prepared by Mrs. Linda S. Adams, be approved and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s
office as addendum #2006-2007-098.

The 2006 Earned Income Tax showing $1,715,118.65 collected to date.

The 2006 Interim showing $18,182.31 collected in March.

The 2005 Interim showing $408.25 collected in March.

COMMUNICATIONS

Mr. Krem advised the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation is providing the financial
backing for the mobile dentist services.

HEARINGS FROM PATRONS OF THE SCHOOLS

Mr. Bruce Madara stated the school changes are a serious matter. He thanked the district
and school board candidates for the information they have provided. It has been said the public
wants the full truth. He merely would like a response from the individual who was named in the
publication as the contact person. To date he has not received a response. He resents items being
shoved in his mailbox.

Mrs. Cynthia Wallace read several synonyms for the word revitalization. The goal should
be to revitalize the entire town.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Montgomery County Legislative Committee

No update.

Community Relations Committee

Mr. Armato advised the latest issue of “Books, Bricks & Mortar” was distributed last
week. The winter edition of Pottstown Pride was distributed this week. The University of
Pennsylvania Survey went out this week and should be returned to the district by May 14, 2007.

Montgomery County Intermediate Unit Representative

No Update.
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PSBA Regional Representative

No update.

Finance Committee

Dr. Smock advised the committee has met to address the 2007-2008 budget. There will
be a presentation on the preliminary budget at tonight’s meeting.

Personnel Committee

No update.

Technology/Curriculum Assessment Committee

The committee will hold a meeting on May 21, 2007 at 7:30 p.m.

Washington Street Initiative Joint Committee

No Update.

Athletic Field Construction Projects Committee

Mrs. Skitko advised Mr. Richard Franz has provided a rough estimate on the cost of the
concession stand and restrooms of $100,000. These costs could be lessened by utilizing district
staff, students and volunteers. Mr. DeRenzo is researching costs of fencing.

School Uniforms Committee

Mrs. Francis advised the next meeting would be scheduled soon.

Elementary Construction

No update.

Mrs. Zahora questioned this committee. Mr. Robertson advised this committee was begun
when the district began exploring renovations to the elementary buildings. As no construction
projects have begun, this committee is inactive at the present time.

SPECIAL REPORTS

None.
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APPROVAL OF CONSENT ITEMS

It was moved by Dr. Smock and seconded by Mrs. Barnhill that the following consent
items be approved, in accordance with Policy 1120, as recommended by the Superintendent of
Schools:

PROFESSIONAL RESIGNATIONS

Carole A. Gilliland, Fifth Grade Teacher, Edgewood Elementary School, resignation for the
purpose of retirement, effective September 14, 2007, employed since September 2, 1975.

Rose N. Wentzel, Floater Substitute Teacher, Pottstown Middle and High Schools, resignation
effective April 27, 2007, employed since October 3, 2006.

CLASSIFIED RESIGNATIONS

Evelyn M. Isett, Playground Aide, Franklin Elementary School, resignation effective April 13,
2007, employed since January 20, 2005.

Laura L. Simpson, Classroom Assistant, Pottstown High School, resignation effective April 17,
2007, employed since November 13, 2006.

Jacquelyn A. Betts, Secretary, Pottstown High School, resignation, effective date to be
determined, employed since August 22, 2005.

Anna May R. Sovia, Part-time Housekeeper, Edgewood Elementary School, resignation for the
purpose of retirement, effective August 31, 2007, employed since September 29, 1997.

PROFESSIONAL ELECTIONS

Michael S. Kennedy, Per Diem Substitute Teacher, effective April 16, 2007, $90/day and in
accordance with Board Policy 3920.

Victoria S. Berkowitz, Special Substitute Teacher, effective April 16, 2007, $100/day.
Mary Rose Kerr, Per Diem Substitute Teacher, effective April 20, 2007. This is in addition to her
position as a Classroom Assistant, Lincoln Elementary School, $90/day and in accordance with

Board Policy 3920.

CLASSIFIED ELECTIONS

Jason J. Walker, Substitute Custodian, effective April 17, 2007, $10.75/hour.

Timothy I. Mutter, Hallway/Cafeteria Proctor, Pottstown High School, effective April 30, 2007,
$10.59/hour, replacing Darryl R. Nixon.



SUMMER MAINTENANCE/CUSTODIAL

fname Iname position
Terica Andrews Cleaning
Jake Bean Cleaning
Kelly Chicarelli Cleaning
Tanya Greer Cleaning
Alicia Lightcap Cleaning
Kaitlyn Marchek Cleaning
Lois O'Dell Cleaning
Dale Trievel Cleaning
Gaye Williams Cleaning
Alisha Chobey Cleaning
Cynthia Edmunds Cleaning
Nicole Ettore Cleaning
Christine Fiorillo Cleaning
Katherine Moyer Cleaning
Eileen Strunack Cleaning
Robert Yost Cleaning
Barbara Bainbridge Cleaning
Janice Bobst Cleaning
Sarah Fehr Cleaning
Sylvia Harvey Cleaning
Raphael Hueber Cleaning
Whillamena Kelly Cleaning
Katelyn Lawler Cleaning
Lauren Reifsneider Cleaning
Seth Pihanich Cleaning
Danny Edleman Cleaning
Charlotte Green Cleaning
Gertrude Taylor Cleaning
Geraldine Turlington Cleaning
Geraldine Battle Cleaning
Beth Bean Cleaning
Caren Bean Cleaning
Ruth Kraft Cleaning
Todd Williams Cleaning
Abbey Yeager Cleaning
Troy Friend Cleaning
Tom Marsden Paint Crew
Tom Medvetz Paint Crew
Chris Schlegel Paint Crew
TUITION REIMBURSEMENT
Classified Staff

rate
$9.73
$9.73
$9.73
$9.73
$9.73
$9.73
$9.73
$10.03
$13.00
$9.73
$10.75
$9.73
$9.73
$9.73
$9.73
$10.75
$13.00
$9.73
$13.00
$10.75
$9.73
$10.03
$9.73
$9.73
$9.73
$9.73
$10.75
$10.75
$9.73
$10.75
$10.75
$9.73
$9.73
$9.73
$9.73
$9.73
$13.16
$13.59
$9.73

status

District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
New Hire

New Hire

District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
New Hire

District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
New Hire

District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
District Employee
District Employee

Anne Frederick, Franklin Elementary School, $1065.00

effective

6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
6/11/2007
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PROFESSIONAL LEAVES
Dates
First Last Conference to
Building Name Name Conference Title Location Attend Cost
Sr. High Deborah Brown Special Education  State College, 5/4/07  Approx.
Para educator PA - $150.00
Weekend Seminar 5/5/07  Pd by
District
Sr. High  Robin Laysears- Employment, Hershey, PA 5/9/07  Approx.
Smith Training & - $733.00
Education 5/11/07 Pd by
Conference Tech
Prep
Grant

Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: seven. Nays: none. Absent: two.
Motion carried.

Mr. Thees stated the district is losing a good employee with Mrs. Sovia. She is a lovely person,
a hard worker and one of a kind. He hopes she enjoys her retirement.

INFORMATION

1. PSBA 2008 Legislative Platform — Mrs. Adams

2. WPAZ Educational Forum — Mr. Armato

3. Conferences for Administrators, Supervisors, and Teachers — Dr. Lindley
4, Winter Pottstown Pride — Mr. Armato

5. Five School Cost and Building Drafts

Mr. Robertson advised the five school costs and building drafts have been provided due
to the controversy surrounding elementary construction. The Crabtree study was originally
completed in July 2004, revised in November 2005, and revised again in June 2006. Mr.
Robertson asked Mrs. Cooper if there is any unused space in the Middle School. Mrs. Cooper
replied there currently is no empty space, rooms could be used differently, but at most, we would
gain only four to five classrooms. Mr. Ummarino stated there is no unused space at the High
School. Mrs. Zahora asked if the figures provided include soft costs. She feels the costs should
be less. Mrs. Adams replied these are Crabtree’s numbers. Mrs. Skitko asked if these figures
include economies of scale. Mr. Robertson responded no they do not include economies of scale.
Mrs. Skitko asked if these plans include real cafeterias with kitchens. Mr. Krem responded no
they do not include cafeterias; food service would be handled as it is now, with all meals
prepared at the high school. Mr. Robertson stated all plans call for additional art, music, and all-
purpose rooms. Mrs. Zahora questioned the one new school, which one would be replaced. Mr.
Robertson replied Rupert School.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

None.
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NEW BUSINESS

1. Personnel — Dr. Sparagana

Dr. Sparagana reviewed personnel items to be placed on the May 24, 2007 board agenda
for approval. Mr. Robertson asked if exit interviews being done. Dr. Sparagana
responded yes exit interviews are done when an employee leaves the district. Mr.
Robertson would like a quarterly report provided to the Board.

2. Student Expulsion — Dr. Lindley

Dr. Lindley reviewed a student expulsion to be placed on the May 24, 2007 board agenda
for approval. He commented that the parent has agreed to the expulsion.

3. ROTC Salary Increases— Mrs. Adams

Mrs. Adams reviewed ROTC salary increases to be placed on the May 24, 2007 board
agenda for approval.

4. Resolution to Amend the Date of Bond Issuance for Forward Borrowing Entered into on
August 19, 2004 — Mrs. Adams

Mrs. Adams reviewed the resolution for the amending of the date of the bond issuance to
be placed on the May 24, 2007 board agenda for approval.

5. Designation of Depositories — Mrs. Adams

Mrs. Adams reviewed the designation of depositories to be placed on the May 24, 2007
board agenda for approval.

6. Preliminary 2007-2008 Budget — Mrs. Adams

Mrs. Adams provided a PowerPoint presentation on the 2007-2008 preliminary budget.
The trend in local revenue is decreasing. Mrs. Zahora asked if it is hard to track tuition costs.
Mrs. Adams stated it is hard to track tuition costs, especially as we do not have the Governor’s
budget and may not know what the district will be receiving from the state until after we must
pass the final budget. Mr. Robertson asked if the regulations on how we may use federal grant
funds have changed. Mrs. Adams stated there is some controversy regarding the ten percent set
aside from Title I funds. These funds are to be used solely for professional staff development.
Mr. Robertson believed they had increased the set aside percentage. Mrs. Adams stated the
district can exceed the ten percent, but it is not mandated. Mrs. Zahora asked if there is any
revenue from other district students attending our classrooms, such as our Autistic and Life
Skills classes. Mrs. Adams stated this could be a possibility. Mrs. Zahora asked why we are
replacing the motors on the basketball nets at the middle school, as these are relatively new.
Mrs. Adams replied they are not working as smoothly as they would like. Mrs. Zahora asked
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which administration building is having the sidewalk repaired. Mrs. Adams stated the district
administration building. The slate is broken in many places and individuals have fallen. Mrs.
Zahora asked what kinds of security devices are included in the budget. Dr. Lindley replied two-
way radios, in some emergency situations, cell phones are inoperable. The district is researching
grant funds to cover the costs. Mrs. Zahora asked if the Pepsi contract is complete. Mr. Armato
stated the contract expires this school year. The district will no longer receive the yearly bonus
checks or the monthly commissions on sales. Mrs. Adams stated this budget keeps the district
within the index for the fifth consecutive year. Mr. Thees asked if Capital Reserve is not part of
the grand total. Mrs. Adams stated that is correct, Capital Reserve is not part of the General Fund
budget.

FEDERATION REMARKS

Mr. Decker advised the Board in the coming weeks sixty students will be taking 118 advanced
placement exams. He advised four high school teachers have been nominated for Who’s Who, a few of
who are multi year nominees.

REMARKS BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD

Mr. Thees stated Harrisburg does nothing and the Fed does even less. They are building schools
in foreign countries but do nothing for us. The time has come for our yearly ritual of scratching our heads.

Mrs. Skitko thanked Mr. Krem for the Crabtree information. It gives reason to think of costs. We
need to be thinking of efficiencies.

Mr. Robertson stated it is a red-letter day when we can talk of lessening local revenue
support and take the burden off the local taxpayers. He thanked the administration for maximizing
revenue from other sources.

ADJOURNMENT

It was moved by Mrs. Francis and seconded by Mr. Thees that the Board adjourn.
Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 8:42 p.m.

Linda S. Adams, Secretary
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