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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
 

       March 15, 2007 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Board of School Directors of the Pottstown School District 
was held on Thursday, March 15, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. in the Calvin J. Swavely Board Room of the 
Administration Building with President, Mr. Barry Robertson presiding. Upon roll call, the 
following members were present: Mrs. Bonita Barnhill, Mrs. Amy Francis, Mr. Barry Robertson, 
Mrs. Cathy Skitko, Dr. James Smock, Mr. Philip Thees, and Mrs. Judyth Zahora. Absent: Mr. 
Edwin Edwards and Mr. Robert Hartman. Also present were: Superintendent of Schools, Mr. 
David P. Krem; Assistant Business Administrator, Mrs. Linda Adams; Assistant Superintendent, 
Dr. Reed Lindley; Director of Education and Human Resources, Mr. Jeffrey Sparagana, Ms. 
Pamela Bateson, Mr. Bruce Madara, Mr. Robert Decker, Mr. Kevin Pascal, Mr. John Armato, 
Mr. Ronald Brown, Mrs. Gail Cooper, Mr. Chad Antonio, Mr. Stephen Rodriguez, Mrs. Lori 
Hoch, a Ms. Laura Kolka, Ms. Michelle Pargeon, Ms. Jen Mentzer, a member of the press, and 
interested citizens. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 It was moved by Mrs. Francis and seconded by Dr. Smock that the minutes of the regular 
meeting held on March 1, 2007 be approved. 
 
 Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: seven. Nays: none. Absent: two. 
Motion carried. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
 It was moved by Mr. Thees and seconded by Mrs. Zahora that the Financial Report for 
the General Fund, including reports of receipts and expenditures for the month of February 2007 
be approved and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as addendum #2006-2007-087. 
 
 Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: seven. Nays: none Absent: two. 
Motion carried. 
 
TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT 
 
 It was moved by Mr. Thees and seconded by Mrs. Zahora that the Tax Collector’s 
Report, as prepared by Mrs. Linda S. Adams, be approved and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s 
office as addendum #2006-2007-088. 
 

The 2006 Earned Income Tax showing $1,627,123.82 collected to date. 
 
 The 2005 Earned Income Tax showing $1,730,981.68 collected to date. 
 
 The 2006 Occupational Privilege Tax showing $13,860.00 collected in February. 
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 The 2006 Per Capita Tax showing $10,280.00 collected in February. 
 
 The 2006 Interim showing $23,404.30 collected in February. 
 
 The 2005 Interim showing $258.29 collected in February. 
 
LIST OF BILLS 
 
 It was moved by Mr. Thees and seconded by Mrs. Zahora that the list of bills for the 
General Fund totaling $786,989.40; the Athletic Fund totaling $85,408.94; the Elementary 
Activity Fund totaling $440.16; the Cafeteria Fund totaling $156,490.52 be approved and a copy 
be filed in the Secretary’s office as addendum #2006-2007-089. 
 
 Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: seven. Nays: none. Absent: two. 
Motion carried. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 Ms. Courtney Sanford, President of the Senior Class, asked the Board for permission to 
use the High School auditorium for baccalaureate services on June 2, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. Mr. 
Robertson advised the board will take action on this request after hearings from the patrons.  
  
AWARDS 
 
 Mr. Krem advised the board Pottstown High School wrestlers took first place at the AA 
championships. 
 
POWERPOINT PRESENTATION – BOOKS, BRICKS & MORTAR 
 
MR. HARTMAN ENTERED AT 7:33 P.M. 
 
 Mr. Armato provided an overview of the PowerPoint presentation. The board agreed by 
straw vote to present this PowerPoint at each of the elementary schools. 
 
HEARINGS FROM PATRONS OF THE SCHOOLS 
 
 Mr. Bruce Madara advised the board and those present to beware Cesar’s (Governor 
Rendell’s) tax relief plan. He suggests the school district pool the cost of health insurance and 
supplies with other districts. He commended the board for tonight’s excellent presentation and 
the newsletters he has received. They have provided many facts and figures. On the issue of 
neighborhood schools, he finds in interesting that in the 1930’s the district has 16 schools. He 
feels the centers concept is worth considering, however, the public needs to know what it is 
going to cost. 
 
 Ms. Michelle Pargeon attended the high school’s performance of “Guys and Dolls”. The 
students did a magnificent job. She feels uniforms may be a financial hardship for parents in this 
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community, with 50% of students qualifying for free or reduced lunch. She also thinks the 
district should start the uniform process at the high school level as this is where most of  the 
issues lie.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Montgomery County Legislative Committee 
 
 No update. 
 
Community Relations Committee 
 
 Mr. Armato reviewed the film of the district’s visit to Avongrove School District. This 
video will be aired on PCTV on Tuesday night at 6:30 p.m. and will also be placed on the 
district’s website. 
 
 Mr. Chad Antonio provided a video of the 8th grade students who participated in the 
Megaconference Junior presentation.  
 
Montgomery County Intermediate Unit Representative 
 
 Mr. Hartman thanked Mr. Antonio for his presentation. The Intermediate Unit was 
impressed with the students’ performance. He will gather information on the microphones 
purchased by the Intermediate Unit for the board’s review. 
 
PSBA Regional Representative 
 
No update. 
 
Finance Committee 
 

No update. 
 
Personnel Committee 
 

Mrs. Barnhill advised there will be an executive session immediately following tonight’s 
meeting. 
 
Technology/Curriculum Assessment Committee 
 

No update. 
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Washington Street Initiative Joint Committee 
 
 Dr. Smock is looking forward to the joint meeting with a presentation of the findings by 
EConsult. 
 
Athletic Field Construction Projects Committee 
 

No update.  
 
School Uniforms Committee 
 

Mrs. Francis advised the committee met on March 13 and has scheduled the next meeting 
for April 10 at 5:00 p.m. The committee is very mindful of the cost and is looking at four 
different vendors. They are hoping find a vendor who will provide a bulk rate or perhaps a 
company that provides uniform kits. She stated the intent is not to put high school uniforms off 
forever, just for one year. Uniforms will be easier to implement at the elementary level. Mr. 
Krem advised the committee would like more student involvement at the high school level. 
 
Elementary Construction  
 

No update. 
 

SPECIAL REPORTS 
 
 None. 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT ITEMS 
 
 It was moved by Dr. Smock and seconded by Mr. Hartman that the following consent 
items be approved, in accordance with Policy 1120, as recommended by the Superintendent of 
Schools:  
 
CLASSIFIED RESIGNATIONS 
 
Rodney B. Elliott, Custodian I, Pottstown Middle School, resignation for the purpose of 
retirement, effective March 1, 2007, employed since May 12, 1995. 
 
Robert C. Stine, Custodian I, Pottstown High School, termination effective February 12, 2007, 
employed since September 18, 1998. 
 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
Rita E. Burkhimer, Teacher, Pottstown Middle School, request for professional development 
sabbatical, effective the 2007-2008 school year. 
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NEW POSITIONS 
 
The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the following new positions: 
 
Curriculum Integration Specialist, 12 month Position, Administration Building, $60,000/year. 
 
Full-Time PC/Hardware Technician, Level I, Administration Building, $33,774/year. 
 
CHANGES IN POSITION AND/OR SALARY 
 
The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the following change of position and/or 
salary: 
 
Joshua A. Pierce, from Part-Time Title I Classroom Assistant, Barth Elementary, to new Full-
Time Title I Classroom Assistant, Barth Elementary, effective February 26, 2007, $85.19/day. 
 
CLASSIFIED ELECTIONS 
 
Tracy M. Oister, Substitute Proctor, effective February 22, 2007, $10.59/hour. 
 
Kerry L. Centanni, Substitute Classroom Assistant, effective March 12, 2007, $85.19/day. 
 
Emily J. Baddeley, Pre-K Coach, Pottstown Administration Building, effective March 26, 2007, 
$45,000/yr., salary paid for through United Way SEPA funds. 
 
Jill Gillette, Substitute Cafeteria Proctor and Substitute Playground Aide, effective February 23, 
2007, compensation at the rate of the person for whom subbing. 
 
Laurie B. Kolka, Curriculum Integration Specialist, Pottstown Administration Building, effective 
June 25, 2007, $60,000/year, new position. 
 
Jill L. Gillette, Substitute Breakfast Aide, effective February 23, 2007, $11.39/hour. 
 
EXTRACURRICULAR ELECTION  
 
Karen S. Neitz, Franklin Elementary School, Reading Olympics Coordinator, Level 3, effective 
for the 2006-2007 school year, $1,217. 
 
Chad Antonio, Pottstown Middle School, Security Proctor, effective for the 2006-2007 school 
year, $2,000(subsidized by Safe and Drug Free Schools Grant) 
 
HOMEBOUND INSTRUCTION 
 
Frank Dakota, Pottstown High School, effective February 26, 2007 through April 10, 2007, 
$28/hour. 
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PROFESSIONAL LEAVES 
 
Building First 

Name 
Last 

Name 
Conference Title Conference 

Location 
Dates to 
Attend 

Cost 

Annex Rita Cohen PDE Conference 2007 
Effective 
Interventions: 
Meeting the Needs of 
All Students 

Hershey, PA 3/27/07 – 
3/30/07 

Approx. $600.00    
paid by gen. funds 

Annex Pam Bateson PDE Conference 2007 
Effective 
Interventions: 
Meeting the Needs of 
All Students 

Hershey, PA 3/27/07 – 
3/30/07 

Approx. $525.00    
paid by gen . funds 

Edgewood Angela Tuck PASA Women’s 
Caucus Conference 

Hershey, PA 5/2/07-
5/4/07 

Approx. $773 paid 
by gen. funds 

Barth Robert Giering PAFPC Annual Conf. Pittsburgh, PA 4/15/07-
4/18/07 

Approx. $867.00 
paid by Title I 
funds 

Edgewood  Connie  Belin PAFPC Annual Conf. Pittsburgh, PA 4/15/07-
4/18/07 

Approx. $275.00 
paid by Title I 
funds 

Rupert Natalie Pileggi PAFPC Annual Conf. Pittsburgh, PA 4/15/07-
4/18/07 

Approx. 902.00 
paid by Title I 
funds 

 
 
 Mr. Thees stated he does not doubt the need for professional leave. His hope is that the information 
 is shared with colleagues to help the entire district.  
 
 Upon roll call, all members present voted aye.  Ayes: eight. Nays: none. Absent: one.  
Motion carried. 
 
INFORMATION 
 
1. Parent Conference Summary – Mr. Krem 
 Mrs. Zahora would like a comparison from last year on the number of parents who 
attended conferences. 
2. Previously Approved Conferences for Administrators, Supervisors, and Teachers – Dr. 
Lindley 
3. 2005-2006 School District Audit Report – Mrs. O’Donnell (distributed at meeting) 
 The Superintendent recommends the Board acknowledge the school district Audit Report  
 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2005 as prepared by Maillie, Falconiero and Company. 
4. Closed Work Orders: February/March – Mr. Angstadt 
5. WPAZ Educational Forum – Mr. Armato 
6. PCTV Spotlighting Pottstown School District Program – Mr. Armato 
7. PEAK Update, March 2007 – Mrs.  Rieck 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

None. 
 
  
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. Personnel – Mr. Sparagana 
 
 Mr. Sparagana reviewed personnel items to be placed on the April 12, 2007 board agenda 
for approval.  
 
2. Alumni Honor Roll – Mr. Krem 
 
 Mr. Krem  reviewed the alumni honor roll nominee names to be placed on the April 12, 
2007 board agenda for approval. 
 
3. Professional Leaves Field Trips 
 
 Dr. Lindley reviewed the professional leaves and field trips to be placed on the April 12, 
2007 board agenda for approval. 
 
4. LGI Sound Proofing – Mr. Hartman 
 
 Mr. Hartman stated the recommendation from the expert hired by the district has not 
changed. The next step is to bid this project, however, the previous bid was rejected although it 
was within the costs projected for this project. He does not want the board to bid this project 
again only to reject all bids. Mr. Thees stated he voted no to the first bid as he felt the district 
was being gouged on installation costs. His answer will again be no, if the costs are not in line. 
The board requested a report from Mrs. Gail Cooper on how to best use and equip this room. 
 
5. Additional New Business Items 
 
 Mr. Bob Coyle discussed the Shantz Field and concerns over fencing. The district has a 
first class field and needs to protect the investment of the community. Temporary fencing is not 
the solution. The field may be ruined and needs permanent fencing in place. Mr. Robertson 
suggests we get proposals on cost and design of fencing. Mr. Hartman suggests having Mr. 
Angstadt get costs to fence the square. Mr. Hartman asked about the balance of funds in the 
Bobby Shantz Field account. 
  

  FEDERATION REMARKS 
   

 Mr. Decker suggested tonight’s PowerPoint presentation be given to all staff at all schools. 
He thanked everyone who attended “ Guys and   Dolls.” 
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BACCALAUREATE 
 
 It was moved by Mr. Thees and seconded by Mrs. Francis that the board allow the senior class  
to hold baccalaureate services in the high school auditorium on Sunday, June 3, 2007. 
 
 Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: eight. Nays: none. Absent: one. Motion  
carried. 
 
 Mr. Sparagana introduced Ms. Laurie Kolka, the district’s curriculum integration specialist. Ms.  
Kolka is excited by the opportunity to work with the district especially after tonight’s internet 2 presentation. 
    
REMARKS BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 
 
 Mrs. Francis stated “Guys and Dolls” was a great show and well done. 
 
 Mr. Hartman thanked everyone for coming out. He thanked Mr. Antonio for the student presentation. 
The musical was excellent and asked everyone to thank Phoebe Sime, as the musical would not have 
been possible without the funds she has committed to the district. He reminded the board the ROTC  
military ball will be held on Saturday, March 24, 2007. He congratulated the wrestling team. 
 
 Mr. Krem provided copies of the board absence letters for the board’s review. 
 
 Mr. Robertson announced an executive session to discuss personnel issues. 
 

  ADJOURNMENT 

   It was moved by Mrs. Francis and seconded by Mrs. Barnhill that the Board adjourn.   
  Motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m. 

 
            _________                ____________ 

          Penny O’Donnell, Substitute Secretary 
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