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POTTSTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

 
       September 20, 2007 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Board of School Directors of the Pottstown School District was held on 
Thursday, September 20, 2007 at 7:00 PM in the Calvin J. Swavely Board Room of the Administration Building 
with President Barry Robertson presiding. Upon roll call, the following members were present: Mrs. Bonita 
Barnhill, Mr. Edwin Edwards, Mr. Barry Robertson, Mrs. Cathy Skitko, Dr. James Smock, Mr. Philip Thees, 
and Mrs. Judith Zahora. Absent: Mrs. Amy Francis and Mr. Robert Hartman. Also present were: Superintendent 
of Schools, Mr. David Krem; Assistant Superintendent, Dr. Reed Lindley, Director of Education and Human 
Resources, Dr. Jeffrey Sparagana, Business Administrator, Mrs. Linda Adams, Solicitor, Mr. Stephen Kalis, 
Mrs. Michele Pargeon, Mr. Dennis Wausnock, Mr. Richard Huss, Mr. Nat White, Mrs. Gail Cooper, Mrs. 
Heather Richards, Mr. John Armato, Mr. Robert Decker, Mr. Stephen Rodriguez, Mr. Ronald Brown, Mrs. Rita 
Cohen, Mr. John Hill, Mrs. Pam Bateson, Mr. Matthew Moyer, Mr. Lawrence Sager, Ms. Jacqueline Allen, Mr. 
Barry Angstadt, Mrs. Julia Wilson, Mrs. Lori Kolka, Mr. Bob Giering, Mr. Aram Ecker, a member of the press, 
and interested citizens. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
  
 It was moved by Dr. Smock and seconded by Mr. Edwards that the minutes of the regular meeting held 
on September 6, 2007 be approved. 
 
 Upon roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: Mrs. Barnhill: Abstain.  Mr. Edwards: aye, Mr. 
Robertson: aye, Mrs. Skitko: aye, Dr. Smock: aye, Mr. Thees: aye, Mrs. Zahora: aye. Ayes: six. Abstain: one. 
Absent: two. Motion carried.  
 
LIST OF BILLS 
 
 It was moved by Mr. Thees and seconded by Mrs. Zahora that the list of bills for the General Fund 
totaling $444,644.39 and the Athletic Fund totaling $5,400.35 be approved and a copy be filed in the 
Secretary’s office as addendum #2007-2008-030. 
 
 Mrs. Linda Adams noted that a financial report and Tax Collectors Report are unavailable because the 
tax reports have not been received.   
 
 Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: seven. Nays: none. Absent: two. Motion carried.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 Mr. Krem read a letter regarding the Pottstown School District’ Relay for Life team.  He mentioned that 
each building in the district had a team.  He thanked the principals, staff and the community for their support. 
Their efforts raised over $50,000.00 which is an increase from 2006. 
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AWARDS  
 
 None.   
 
HEARINGS FROM PATRONS OF THE SCHOOLS 
 
 Attorney Larry Sager proposed to have the Forward Borrowing Resolution rescinded as he believes it 
will be replaced or tabled with a newly proposed resolution. 
 
 MR. HARTMAN ENTERED THE MEETING AT 7:19 PM.  
 

Mrs. Heather Richards gave an update of the Middle School girl’s soccer program.  She shared there 
was good news and bad news.  The girls schedule was increased to ten games.  The first game was Wednesday, 
which they lost, but they played well and conducted themselves proudly.  The bad new is they have no 
uniforms.  As of last Wednesday they were never ordered. It would be another 3 weeks until the uniforms 
arrived which would give the girls one week to wear their uniforms before the end of the season.  Schuylkill 
Valley Sporting Goods were instrumental in supplying the team with t-shirts.  Flyers for the upcoming golf 
event were donated by an anonymous donor.  The district expects our students to take pride in their school and 
she doesn’t understand how this was handled.  Mr. Robertson offered that the recent hiring of a new athletic 
director may have been a factor.  Mr. Sparagana suggested that checks and balances are in deed in place.  Mr. 
Hartman assured that the uniforms were definitely ordered.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Community Relations Committee 
 
 Mr. Armato invited everyone to attend the dedication of the Bobby Shantz Field on Saturday, September 
22nd at 12:00 PM.  The Middle School Jazz Band will be performing along with batting exhibitions and 
autograph signing. 
  
Finance Committee 
 
 Dr. Smock reported that the state has published the budget index.  This item will be discussed under new 
business. 
 
Montgomery County Intermediate Unit Representative 
 
 No report. 
 
Personnel Committee 
 
 No report. 
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Athletic Fields Construction Projects Committee 
 

Mrs. Adams concurred that all concession stand issues had been resolved with no cost to the district 
which included electrical upgrades.  The stove is refurbished and everyone is happy.  Mr. Hartman reported the 
concession stand items have been resolved to the satisfaction of all parties; the administration, Music boosters 
and it was all resolved without the out-lay of any additional funds. 
 
School Uniform Committee 
 
 No report. 
 
Washington Neighborhood Initiative Committee 
 
 Dr. Smock read a replacement motion addendum reference to resolution for the non-consent item H. It 
was seconded by Mr. Thees. 
  

Mrs. Zahora said we should go forward and there was no reason to pass the replacement motion.  Mr. 
Thees felt reasons for the restriction was, when the board voted to put money aside and he supported it, there 
was outside money from the borough to assist in the tax payer burden.  He hopes the new school board 
members will become well informed enough to also look at how to lessen the burden to the taxpayers by putting 
properties back on the tax rolls. 

 
Mrs. Skitko reported that the original forward borrowing was enacted when the board was looking at a 

way to put tax paying property back on the rolls.  She felt it was responsible.  Mr. Edwards offered to leave it as 
is.  Mr. Thees said the district was to receive outside funds which would increase the property values on the tax 
rolls and would not put a significant burden on the taxpayers.   
 
 The board discussed the various pros and cons of; rescinding the resolution to plan an Early Learning 
Center in the Washington Street Initiative; rescinding the forward borrowing resolution and/or passing a 
resolution similar to what Dr. Smock proposed – rescinding the borrowing of the forwards if an undue burden 
would be placed on the taxpayers.  Mrs. Skitko offered that the resolution was enacted to ease tax payer burden.  
The wording she feels is responsible not restrictive.  Mr. Edwards said we should leave it the way it is and leave 
the $38 million in place and go with the people’s vote.   
 
SPECIAL REPORTS 
 
Save Our Land, Save Our Towns 
 

Mr. Tom Hylton was here at the request of the President and Vice President to share a study by his non-
profit group.  He gave a power point presentation regarding a study on the costs of construction options.  Many 
different options were presented for consideration.  Mr. Brown, a citizen commented that an economic analysis 
was needed.  You could have convinced the public to go with the ELC downtown.  Mr. Robertson pointed out a 
problem at Rupert.  You can’t enter the building from the front, we are told.  A better option for land use would 
be a building at the other end of the property.  Put an addition at the back side of the building with a locked 
security vestibule.  Mr. Hylton said there is a 10% bonus offered by the state for renovating existing buildings 
and an additional 10% if it is green.  Rupert, Franklin and Lincoln could qualify for both.  Additional grants are 
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available through the Department of Environmental Protection.  Mr Thees said Rupert has sunk down and 
settled an awful lot.  Have you noticed the springs or marshes?  Is the building structurally sound?  Scott 
Wentzel of Crabtree and Rorhbaugh Architects offered his professional opinion on such questions and indicated 
there were no red flags identified.  Asbestos issued were also raised and addressed.  Mr. Edwards questioned if 
refurbishing versus new construction to look like the old will it be included in the costs?  Dr. Lindley wanted to 
know if the costs were generic or real.  He also wanted to stress the importance of the involvement of staff in 
the process before construction begins. 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT ITEMS  
 
 It was moved by Dr. Smock and seconded by Mr. Edwards that the following consent items be approved 
in accordance with Policy 1120 and as recommended by the Superintendent of Schools.   
 
PERSONNEL RESIGNATIONS
 
Jill E. King, Elementary Special Education Teacher, Franklin Elementary School, resignation accepted 
August 16, 2007, Effective on or before October 16, 2007, employed since August 25, 2004. 
 
Beverly J. MacGregor, Technology Education Teacher, Pottstown Middle School, resignation effective August 
31, 2007, employed since August 22, 2007. 
 
Bethann Pagano, Per Diem Substitute Teacher, effective August 22, 2007, to begin August 22, 2007. 
 
Nicole Fugelo, Per Diem Substitute Teacher, effective August 22, 2007, to begin August 22, 2007. 
 
Mary Premo, Per Diem Substitute Teacher, effective August 22, 2007, to begin August 22, 2007. 

 
Brian Zale, Per Diem Substitute Teacher, effective August 22, 2007, to begin August 22, 2007. 
 
Lacey E. Cooper, Per Diem Substitute Teacher, effective August 22, 2007, to begin August 22, 2007. 
 
CLASSIFIED RESIGNATIONS
 
Mary Rose Kerr, Special Education Classroom Assistant, Barth Elementary School, effective August 20, 2007, 
employed since February 15, 2007. 
 
Gerald J. Waycock, Substitute Printing Clerk, effective August 17, 2007, employed since November 4, 2002. 
 
Patricia Schade, Part-time Food Service Worker, effective August 31, 2007, employed since November 28, 
2006. 
 
Diana Vargo, Substitute Clerk/Typist and Substitute Food Service Worker, effective August 9, 2007, presently 
employed as a Lunch Program Aide, Rupert Elementary School.  
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PROFESSIONAL ELECTIONS 
 
Jeffrey A. White, Director of Co-Curricular Activities, effective September 7, 2007, $75,000, replacing Gary 
DeRenzo. 
 
Anne M. Jacobsen, Per Diem Substitute Teacher, effective August 22, 2007, $90/day and in accordance with 
Board Policy 3920. 
 
Staci L. Williams, Per Diem Substitute Teacher, effective August 22, 2007, $90/day and in accordance with 
Board Policy 3920. 

 
Lacey E. Cooper, Per Diem Substitute Teacher, effective August 22, 2007, $90/day and in accordance with 
Board Policy 3920. 
 
Carol A. Elko, Per Diem Substitute Teacher, effective August 22, 2007, $90/day and in accordance with Board 
Policy 3920. 
 
Brian J. Trostle, Special Substitute Teacher, effective August 22, 2007, $100/day. 
 
Elizabeth E. Brewer, Special Substitute Teacher, effective August 22, 2007, $100/day. 
 
Karen N. Fricke, Special Education Teacher, Franklin Elementary School, effective September 10, 2007, 
$41,912, B+15, step B, includes $400 special education stipend, replacing Jill King, Learning Support. 
 
Lisa A. Kolb, Per Diem Substitute Teacher, effective August 22, 2007, $90/day and in accordance with Board 
Policy 3920.  This is in addition to her position as a Title I Classroom Assistant, Rupert Elementary School. 
 
Lauren C. Mohan, Per Diem Substitute Teacher, effective August 22, 2007, $90/day and in accordance with 
Board Policy 3920.  This is in addition to her position as a Special Education Classroom Assistant, Lincoln 
Elementary School. 
 
CLASSIFIED ELECTIONS
 
Amy P. Iezzi, Special Education Classroom Assistant, Barth Elementary School, effective August 22, 2007, 
$12.74/hour, replacing Maria Pettine. 
 
Barry J. Diamond, PC Hardware Technician, Administration Building, effective September 4, 2007, 
$18.55/hour, replacing Gary Eshelman. 
 
Tracy M. Groff-Camacho, Breakfast Aide, Rupert Elementary School, effective August 27, 2007,  
$11.79/hour, replacing Paula Pritchard.  This is in addition to her position as Playground Aide. 

 
Dara L. Kurtz, Playground Aide, Rupert Elementary School, effective September 6, 2007, $13.06/hour, 
replacing Paula Pritchard. 
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EXEMPT ELECTIONS
 

Sandra K. Leh, Part-time Early Childhood Health Specialist, Administration Building, effective September 12, 
2007, $40,000, new position, paid through Pottstown Health and Wellness Foundation Grant. 
 
EXTRACURRICULAR
 
Dawn Rosenberry, Mentor for Lauren Dorn, Rupert  Elementary School, $500.50. 
 
CURRICULUM/TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT
     
Includes planning, staff development, and curriculum hours to be scheduled by the Assistant Superintendent 
throughout the 2007-2008 school year, not to exceed 500 hours. 
 
Robin Romero, Pottstown Middle School, $29/hr. 
Kim Budner, Barth Elementary School, $29/hr. 
Jaclyn Yoder, Pottstown High School, $29/hr. 
 
2007–2008 CO-CURRICULAR ASSIGNMENTS
 
BLDG  CATEGORY    EMPLOYEE           LEVEL SALARY 
Dist.  Department Chair - Art (1/2)  Beth Yoder (1/2) no level 1,064.00 
Dist.  Department Chair - Head Librarian (1/2)  

Ted Freese (1/2) no level 1,064.00 
Dist.  Department Chair - Head Librarian (1/2)  

Debbie Bosler (1/2) no level 1,064.00 
Dist.  Department Chair - Physical Education 

Nancy Kupferschmidt no level 2,128.00 
Dist.  Department Chair -Music  Sally House  no level  2,128.00 
Dist.  Security Proctor   Chad Antonio   no level 2,000.00 
Dist.  Web Master    Bob Decker  3  5,357.00 
Dist.  Youth Court Facilitator  Anita Scott  no level 2,000.00 
Elem.  Elementary Facilitator   Kelli Wolfel  no level    942.00 
Elem.  Reading Olympics Coordinator   

Karen Neitz  4  1,303.00 
Elem.  Safety Patrol - Barth   Brad Mayberry 3  1,241.00 
Elem.  Safety Patrol - Edgewood  Tina Ludy  5  1,365.00 
Elem.  Safety Patrol - Franklin  Joyce Cimaglia 4  1,303.00 
Elem.  Safety Patrol - Lincoln  Bonnie Trainer 3  1,241.00 
Elem.  Safety Patrol - Rupert  Steve Trievel   4  1,303.00 
HS  Anchor Club   Justine Donnelly  3  1,241.00 
HS  Cheerleading   Amie Ward   3  1,742.00 
HS  Class Sponsor - Freshman Helen Bowers   no level    757.00 
HS  Class Sponsor - Freshman Kirsten Cherneskie  no level      757.00 
HS  Class Sponsor - Junior Jeff Delaney    no level 1,081.00 
HS  Class Sponsor - Junior Sara Miller    no level 1,081.00 
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BLDG  CATEGORY   EMPLOYEE          LEVEL SALARY 
HS  Class Sponsor - Senior Danielle McCoy   no level 1,883.00 
HS  Class Sponsor - Senior Justine Donnelly   no level 1,883.00 
HS  Class Sponsor - Sophomore Kelly Smale    no level    757.00 
HS  Class Sponsor - Sophomore Laura Luzeski    no level    757.00 
HS  Cross Country - Asst. Coach Matt Boyer   1  2,271.00 
HS  Cross Country - Head Coach Ryan Oxenford  1  3,243.00 
HS  Culinary Manager  Larry Fortunato  3  1,824.00 
HS  DECA    Kevin Pascal   2  1,043.00 
HS  Department Chair - English Debbie Demko   no level 1,793.00 
HS  Department Chair-Foreign Language  

Kirsten Cherneskie  no level  1,793.00 
HS  Department Chair - Math Bob Decker    no level 1,793.00 
HS  Department Chair - Science Paul Castanzo    no level 1,793.00 
HS  Department Chair - Social Studies  

Dave Caldwell    no level 1,793.00 
HS  Department Chai -Special Education  

Diane Earnshaw   no level 1,793.00 
HS  Dramatics - Drama Club Joe Perrone   3  1,660.00 
HS  Football - Asst. Coach Levert Hughes   3  4,839.00 
HS  Football - Asst. Coach William Parks   2  4,256.00 
HS  Football - Asst. Coach James Martinez  3  4,839.00 
HS  Football - Head Coach Brett Myers   1  5,252.00 
HS  Golf - Head Coach  Scott Braunsburg  3  3,318.00 
HS  Hockey - Asst. Coach  Britney Haring  3  3,139.00 
HS  Hockey - Head Coach  Brandy McPherson  3  4,493.00 
HS  Honor Society   Donna Carpenter  3  1,241.00 
HS  HOSA    Denice DeAntonio  3  1,241.00 
HS  Key Club   Maggie Munz   4  1,303.00 
HS  Music -  Band Director Joe Snyder   3  6,270.00 
HS  Music - Band Asst.  Jason Miller   2  1,452.00 
HS  Music - Band Asst.  Jennifer Wiand  2  1,452.00 
HS  Music - Band Asst.  Terrance Anderson  2  1,452.00 
HS  Music - Drill Writer  Dennis Pringle   no level 1,100.00 
HS  Music - Jazz Band  Joe Snyder   3  3,011.00 
HS  Music - Show Choir  Sally House   5  3,313.00 
HS  Music - Stage Band  Joe Snyder   2  2,446.00 
HS  Newspaper Business  Kirsten Cherneskie  3     725.00 
HS  Newspaper Editorial  Leslye Blackwell  3  2,284.00 
HS  Soccer/Boys - Asst. Coach Ryan Regensburg  2  2,763.00 
HS  Soccer/Boys - Head Coach Denise Kuleski  3  4,493.00 
HS  Stage Manager  Eva Yashinsky  3  1,824.00 
HS  Student Council  Jim Dunleavy   1     832.00 
HS  Tennis/Girls - Head Coach Adam Neil   2  2,695.00 
HS  Troiad Editorial  Leslye Blackwell  3  2,946.00 
HS  VICA Skills/USA  John Lewiski   2  1,043.00 
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BLDG  CATEGORY   EMPLOYEE          LEVEL SALARY 
MS  Builder's Club   Dee Pettine (1/2)  3     521.50 
MS  Builder's Club   Julie Snyder (1/2)  1     312.50 
MS  Cheerleading   Jonelle Uzzardi-Lee 1      794.00 
MS  Department Chair - Foreign Language   

Lisa Whitehurst   no level    899.00 
MS  Department Chair - Language Arts   

Dee Pettine    no level    899.00 
MS  Department Chair - Math Shannon Curry   no level    899.00 
MS  Department Chair - Science Chad Antonio    no level    899.00 
MS  Department Chair - Social Studies   

Matthew Boyer   no level    899.00 
MS  Department Chair - Special Education   

Sandra Zuchero   no level    899.00 
MS  Dramatics - Drama Club Christopher Sperat  2  1,043.00 
MS  Football - Asst. Coach Richard Ashburn, Jr.  3  2,868.00 
MS  Football - Asst. Coach Todd Endy   1  2,204.00 
MS  Football - Head Coach William Rogers  4  4,347.00 
MS  Hockey - Asst. Coach  Mary Waller   3  1,882.00 
MS  Hockey - Head Coach  Isetta Hewlitt   4  2,763.00 
MS  Honor Society   Lois Sanders   1     625.00 
MS  Music - Band Director Michael Voght  5  2,056.00 
MS  Music - Band Front  Christine McGrann  5  1,596.00 
MS  Music - Chorus  Thomas Marsden  3  1,870.00 
MS  Music -Stage Band  Mike Vought   5  1,925.00 
MS  Soccer - Asst. Coach  Ken Shupinski   3  1,882.00 
MS  Soccer - Head Coach  Mike Daniels   3  2,763.00 
MS  Stage Manager  Thomas Marsden  3  1,241.00 
MS  Student Council  Stefanie George (1/2)  3     521.50 
MS  Student Council  Anita Scott (1/2)  2     416.00 
MS  TV Productions  Christian Fowkes  1     832.00 
 
2007-2008 MENTOR ASSIGNMENTS
 
Bldg  Mentor   Inductee    Salary 
Barth  Amelia Leininger Kimberly Budner   500.50 
Barth  Colleen Blute  Brenda DiDonato   500.50 
Barth  Bradley Mayberry Michael DiDonato   500.50 
Barth  Kelli Wolfel  Amanda Levengood   500.50 
Barth  Amy Sellman  Hayley Mutter    500.50 
Barth  Danielle Walt  Joshua Pierce    500.50 
Barth  Nicola Alutius  Jill Pinder    500.50 
Barth  Mary Lammey  Laura Schneck    500.50 
Barth  Ann McDonnell Jamie Stringer    500.50 
Edgewood Joseph Snyder  Ben Hayes    500.50 
Edgewood Ann Hayer  Jamie Joffred    500.50 
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Bldg  Mentor   Inductee    Salary 
Edgewood Kevin Downes  Tracy Pasquale (Fleming)  500.50 
Edgewood Denise Schleicher Aileen Rohe    500.50 
Franklin Aaron Torrence Nick Odagis    500.50 
Franklin Amelia Leininger Erin O'Donnell   500.50 
Franklin Jane Hospador  Jennifer Swenk   500.50 
Lincoln Pat Dewald  Erica Colvin    500.50 
Lincoln Theresa Spitko Elizabeth Haring   500.50 
Lincoln Denise Leschak Joshua Wagner   500.50 
Rupert  Kathy Hayes  Jamie Fazekas    500.50 
Rupert  Debbie Wilson Allen Ferster    500.50 
Rupert  Karen Winning Susan Paravis    500.50 
Rupert  Sharon Butler  Susanne Swanson   500.50 
Rupert  Joan Smith  Shannon Wagner   500.50 
PMS  Lois Sanders  Kimberly Adamski   500.50 
MS  Michele Andre Chad Antonio    500.50 
MS  Kelly Eroh (1/3) Olger Duran    333.67 
PMS  Jennifer Heller (2/3) Olger Duran    667.33 
PMS  Ginger Angelo  Amy Gazzillo    500.50 
PMS  Lisa Rossi  Hannah Koch    500.50 
PMS  Anita Scott  Beverly MacGregor   500.50 
PMS  Sandy Zuchero Jennifer Milkovits   500.50 
PMS  Shannon Curry Jennifer Mitchell-Winterbottom 500.50 
PMS  Ginger Angelo  Robert Murray    500.50 
PMS  MaryAnn Hill  Angela Owarzani   500.50 
PMS  Denise Kuleski Ryan Regensburg   500.50 
PMS  Dee Pettine  Julie Snyder    500.50 
PMS  Angela Wagner Erica Testa (Muscarella)  500.50 
PMS  Stephanie George Stanley Walerski III   500.50 
PMS  Jennifer Heller  William Scott Golightly  500.50 
PMS  Ryan Oxenford Regina Collins    500.50 
PHS  Robert Decker  Vincent Burke    500.50  
PHS  Theresa Dundon Stephen Curry    500.50 
PHS  Daryl Saylor  Frank Dakota    500.50 
PHS  Robert Decker  Corby Drone    500.50 
PHS  Lana Dickenson (1/2) William Gumby   225.25 
PHS  Kelly Leibold (1/2) William Gumby   225.25 
PHS  Deborah Demko Timothy Hough   500.50 
PHS  Justine Donnelly George Lorenson   500.50 
PHS  Nancy Kupferschmidt James Martinez   500.50 
PHS  Robert Decker  Jolie Martinez    500.50 
PHS  Sam Brooks  Kellie McGavin   500.50 
PHS  Donna Carpenter Kevin Pascal    500.50 
PHS  David Caldwell Rachel Szmodis   500.50 
PHS  Robert Decker  Jennifer Wiand   500.50 
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Bldg  Mentor   Inductee    Salary 
PHS  Robin Romero  Jaclyn Yoder    500.50 
PHS  Robert Decker  Rebecca Carey   500.50 
 
2007-2008 GAME WORKERS, $10/HOUR
 
Anthony Zampella  John Katch  Tom Medvetz 
Ben Eckroth   Levert Hughes  Cindi Dixon 
Brett Myers   Michael Freed  Cindy Levan 
Dan Zipay   Michael Yonas Helen Bowers 
David Caldwell  Miles Feather  Kathy Perry 
David Deter   Rick Daniels  Margaret Munz 
Elmer Pollock   Robert Keeley  Mary Ann Lightcap 
James Martinez  Ronald Levan  Terika Fowler 
James Tsakonas  Ryan Oxenford Amy Grimley 
Jason Bergey   Scott Braunsberg Denise Kuleski 
Jeff Delaney   Todd Wallace  Ginger Angelo 
John Armato   Todd Williams Mary Ann Hill 
John Cherneskie  Tom Coyle  Stefanie George  
 
 
PEAK PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
 
All salaries paid through Pre-K Counts Public Private Partnership Grant and Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts Grant.  
Total grant amount:  

Pre-K Counts  Public Private Partnership: $134,000 
Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts: $785,000 
Professional development program for teachers asked to participate, effective through the 2007-2008 
school year, $29/hour. 
 

DISTRICT PUPIL SERVICES SUMMER STAFFING, PAID THROUGH IDEA GRANT: 
Secondary Special Education Teachers IEP Writing 
     
Additional 6.5 hours at $29/hr Theresa Dundon, Pottstown High School 
 
ADDITION TO THE 07-08 LUNCH PROGRAM AIDES SALARY LIST: 
 
Diana Vargo, Lunch Program Aide, $12.95/hr. 
 
CHANGES IN POSITION AND/OR SALARY
 
The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the following changes in position and/or salary: 
 
Darla L. Mercer, from Per Diem Substitute Teacher to Title I Classroom Assistant, Edgewood Elementary 
School, effective date to be determined, $12.74/hour, replacing Rebecca Carey. 

 

 - 71 - 



- 72 - 

William Scott Golightly, from Per Diem Substitute Teacher to Secondary Teacher, Pottstown Middle School, 
effective August 22, 2007, $41,512, B+15, step A, contract of Sharon Buchholz. 

 
Kristi L. Witzel, from Per Diem Substitute Teacher to IST Coach, Barth Elementary School, effective August 
22, 2007, $12.74/hour, replacing Karen (Ciccoli) Fausnaught. 
 
Tammy W. Condrack, Registered Nurse, from two (2) days per week to three (3) days per week, effective 
August 22, 2007, hourly compensation to remain the same, replacing Annette Lemma. 
 
Desiree L. Schwoyer, from Grade 4 Teacher, Rupert Elementary School to Grade 6 Language Arts/Social 
Studies Teacher, Pottstown Middle School, effective August 22, 2007, salary to remain the same, replacing 
Tracy Pasquale. 

 
Allen Ferster, from Long-Term Substitute Teacher to Grade 5 Teacher, Rupert Elementary School, effective 
August 22, 2007, $40,890, B, step A, contract of Dale Williams 
 
Kristopher R. Stevenson, from Per Diem Substitute Teacher to Title I Classroom Assistant, effective August 24, 
2007, $12.74/hour, replacing  Lauren Dorn. 
 
Rebecca M. Carey, from Title I Classroom Assistant, Edgewood Elementary School to Long-Term Substitute 
Teacher, Pottstown High School, effective August 22, 2007, $186/day, coverage for Andrew Bachman. 
 
Lauren Dorn, from Title I Classroom Assistant, Lincoln Elementary School to Long-Term Substitute Teacher, 
Rupert Elementary School, effective August 22, 2007, $186/day, coverage for Rebecca Wyatt. 
 
Jason J. Walker, from Substitute Housekeeper to Part-time Housekeeper, Edgewood Elementary School, 
effective August 27, 2007, $11.13/hour, replacing Anna May Sovia. 
 
April B. Halligan, from Per Diem Substitute Teacher to Title I Classroom Assistant, Barth Elementary School, 
effective August 22, 2007, $12.74/hour, replacing Joshua Pierce. 
 
Susan C. Lopez, from Special Substitute Teacher to Per Diem SubstituteTeacher, effective August 22, 2007, 
$90/day and in accordance with Board Policy 3920.  This is in addition to her position as a Special Education 
Classroom Assistant, Franklin Elementary School. 

 
Mary Teresa Dodson, from Special Substitute Teacher to Per Diem Substitute Teacher, effective August 22, 
2007, $90/day and in accordance with Board Policy 3920. 
 
Sarah L. Detar, from Special Substitute Teacher to Per Diem Substitute Teacher, effective August 22, 2007, 
$90/day and in accordance with Board Policy 3920.  This is in addition to her position as a Special Education 
Classroom Assistant, Franklin Elementary School. 
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TUITION REIMBURSEMENT
 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
 
Jerry Ummarino, Assistant Principal, Pottstown High School, Widener University, $2,200. 
 
EXEMPT
 
Laurie Kolka, Curriculum Integration Specialist, Administration, Alvernia College, $1,440. 
 
SUPPORT STAFF 
 
Mary McMahon, Franklin Elementary School, $285.00. 
 
PROFESSIONAL LEAVES
 

Building First 
Name 

Last 
Name 

Conference 
Title 

Conference 
Location 

Dates to 
Attend 

Cost 

Admin. Mary Rieck Early Childhood 
Advisory 
Committee 

Harrisburg, 
PA 

9/20/07 – 
9/21/07 

All 
expenses 
paid by 
PDE- no 
substitute 
needed 

Admin. Mary Rieck Pre-K Counts 
Conference 

State 
College,PA 

9/26/07 – 
9/27/07 

Approx. 
$260 paid 
by PEAK 
Grant – no 
substitute 
needed 

Admin. Emily  Baddeley Pre-K Counts 
Conference 

State College, 
PA 

9/26/07-
9/27/07 

Approx. 
$260.00 
paid by 
PEAK 
Grant – No 
substitute 
needed 

Admin. Linda Adams Business 
Managers Fall 
Retreat 

Lake 
Harmony, PA 

9/26/07- 
9/28/07 

Approx. 
$450.00 
paid by 
District 

Sr. High Denice  DeAntonio Strategies: 
Educational 
Excellence for 
Health Care 
Providers 

State College, 
PA 

11/8/07-
11/9/07 

Approx. 
$725.00 
paid by 
Tech Prep 
Grant.  
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Sub. cost 
$180.00 

Admin. Reed  Lindley PASCD 
Conference 

Hershey, PA 11/18/07-
11/20/07 

Approx. 
$560.00 
paid by 
district - 
No 
substitute 
needed 

 
FIELD TRIPS 
 

# of 
students 
and/or 
group 

Name of 
conference  
or activity 

Destination Date of 
trip 

Cost to 
student 

Cost to 
district- 
substitutes 

Chaperone(s)

8 Gifted 
Students 

Visit Langley 
Space Ctr, Univ. 
of Virginia, 
Busch Gardens, 
Univ. of  N. 
Carolina, Duke 
University 

North 
Carolina & 
Virginia 

9/29/07 – 
10/2/07 

$250.0 $180.00  Greg 
Troutman & 
Lisa Schade 

 
PORTNOFF DELINQUENT TAX AGREEMENT  
 
 The Superintendent recommends the Board approve an extension of the agreement between Pottstown 
School District and Portnoff Law Associates, Ltd. for the collection of delinquent real estate taxes from January 
1, 2008 to December 31, 2009, and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s Office as addendum #2007-2008-031. 
 
ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION CONTRACTS  
 
 The Superintendent recommends the Board approve alternative education contracts, and any additional 
contracts as needed for the 2007-2008 school year and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s Office as addendum 
#2007-2008-032. 
 
STATE AUDIT CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN  
 
 The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the State Audit Corrective Action Plan Resolution 
for fiscal years ending June 30, 2004 and 2003, and that a copy be filed in the Secretary’s Office as addendum 
#2007-2008-033. 
 
 It was moved by Dr. Smock and seconded by Mr. Edwards to approve the consent items.  Upon roll call, 
all board members present voted aye.  Ayes: eight. Nays: none.  Absent: one.  Motion carried. 
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NON-CONSENT 

2007 – 2008 CO-CURRICULAR ASSIGNMENT
 

HS Football - Equipment Manager, Robert Hartman, Sr., Level 5, $1,854.00.  
 
It was moved by Mrs. Zahora and seconded by Mr. Edwards to approve the non-consent items.  Upon 

roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: Mrs. Barnhill: nay; Mr. Edwards: aye; Mr. Hartman: Abstain; Mr. 
Robertson: nay; Mrs. Skitko: aye; Dr. Smock: aye; Mr. Thees: aye; Mrs. Zahora: aye.    Ayes: five. Nays: two.  
Abstain: one.  Absent: one. Motion carried. 
 
EXISTING SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION RESOLUTIONS
 
 A motion is made by a Director of the School Board for the board to approve the rescinding of the 
following previously approved Resolutions: 

Series 2008, Adopted August 19, 2004, Addendum # 2004-2005-019 - Authorizing non-electoral debt 
through the issuance of General Obligation Bonds in aggregate principal amount of $10,000,000.00 at a future 
date prior to December 2008.  

No. 2006-01, Adopted January 19, 2006, Addendum # 2005-2006-70 - Confirming the Districts decision 
to pursue the construction of an Early Educational Facility as part of the Washington Neighborhood initiative. 

Adopted June 1, 2006, Addendum # 2005-2006-112 - Authorizing non-electoral debt through the 
issuance of one or more Series of General Obligation Bonds in aggregate principal amount not to exceed 
$28,000,000.00 at a future date(s).  

No. 2006-01 (Amended), Adopted July 20, 2006 Addendum # 2006-2007-009 - Clarifying original 
resolution confirming the Districts decision to pursue the construction of an Early Educational Facility as part of 
the Washington Neighborhood initiative. 
 

It was moved by Mr. Thees and seconded by Mr. Hartman to table Non-Consent item H from the 
agenda. Upon roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: Mrs. Barnhill: aye; Mr. Edwards: aye; Mr. Hartman: 
aye; Mr. Robertson: nay; Mrs. Skitko: aye; Mr. Smock: Abstain; Mr. Thees: aye; Mrs. Zahora: nay.    Ayes: 
five.  Nays: two.  Abstain: one.  Absent: one.  Motion carried. 
 

It was moved by Mr. Thees and seconded by Mr. Hartman to table the resolution.  Upon roll call, the 
vote was recorded as follows: Mrs. Barnhill: aye; Mr. Edwards: aye; Mr. Hartman; aye; Mr. Robertson: nay; 
Mrs. Skitko: aye; Dr. Smock: Abstain; Mr. Thees: aye; Mrs. Zahora: nay.    Ayes: five.  Nays: two.  Abstain: 
one. Absent: one.  Motion carried. 

 
INFORMATION 
 
1. WPAZ Educational Forum – Mr. Armato  
  No Report. 
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2. Technology Update – Mrs. Wolfe 
  No Report. 
 
3. PMS Girls Soccer Schedule – Mr. White 
  No Report. 
 
4. Classrooms of the Future Coach – Dr. Sparagana reported that a classroom grant of $216,100.00 was 

awarded to our school.  $187,000.00 of the money must be dedicated to purchasing new hardware for 
the high school.  Six classrooms will be receiving new equipment this year.  Next year they will apply 
for the grant again and hope to be able to do six more rooms next year.  $30,000.00 has been set aside 
for a coach.  Mr. Wilchek will be the coach.  A temporary agency will be used to hire someone to 
replace Mr. Wilchek’s duties in the interim. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
TELEVISED BOARD MEETINGS WITH PCTV 
 

Mr. Thees was contacted by an anonymous citizen that is willing to donate a camera.  The only thing 
needed is a tripod.  If the camera is in working order, it would save the tax payers money.  If we need to look at 
obtaining a professional grade camera, costs would be incurred.  The camera being offered is of professional 
grade.  Mr. Armato volunteered to work with PCTV. 
 
ATHLETIC FIELDS AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION FACILITES
 

Mr. White had no report.  When addressed, Mr. Angstadt reported that the piles of dirt are now gone.  
Last year, set up for fall sports, the public would move the fall sports equipment; damage it, including the 
soccer and football goals.  Piles were left to deter vandalism.  The method has been successful in stopping the 
problem. 
 
REQUEST TO AIA CHARRETTE
 

Dr. Smock shared again that the only reason his name was on the resolution was because he was 
designated as chairman.  Mr. Krem felt is has nothing to do with the study.  Mrs. Zahora motioned to allow the 
AIA to hold the design charrette but pay our employee expenses.  She requested that the Mercury give publicity 
to this event. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. Dr. Sparagana reviewed personnel items to be placed on the October 4, 2007 agenda board for approval. 
 
2.  Dr. Lindley reviewed professional leaves to be placed on the October 4, 2007 agenda for board 

approval. 
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3. Mrs. Adams requested that action be taken by the board for the Resolution to remain at or below the 
Published Index for the 2008-2009 Budget.  Action will be taken after hearings from patrons. 

  
4. Mrs. Adams requested that action be taken by the board for the district to request bids for the snow and 

ice removal for the 2007-2008 school year.  Action will be taken after hearings from patrons. 
 
5. Mrs. Adams reviewed the bid schedules for 2008-2009 to be placed on the October 4, 2007 agenda for 

board approval. 
 
6. Additional New Business Items - None. 
 
FEDERATION REMARKS 
 
 Mr. Decker offered one comment and one request.  Please ask us (the teachers) questions regarding 
renovations. 
 
HEARINGS FROM PATRONS OF THE SCHOOLS 
 
MOTION TO RESCIND RESOLUTION RELATING TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF AN EARLY 
EDUCATIONAL FACILTY AS POART OF THE WASHINGTON NEIGHBORHOOD INITIATIVE 
PROJECT AS PRESENTED BY DR. SMOCK 
 
 Mr. Hartman asked what the opinions of the new school board candidates were.  Mr. Thees indicated we 
can not handcuff the future school board – this is just an example of setting a direction of where we want them 
to go and be prudent of what they do to enlarge the tax base.  Mr. Brown asked if he could get a copy of the 
resolution. 
 
 It was moved by Dr. Smock and seconded by Mr. Thees to approve the motion to rescind various 
resolutions relating to the construction of an early educational facility as part of the Washington Neighborhood 
Initiative Project and that a copy be filed in the Secretary’s Office as addendum #2007-2008-034.  A resolution 
defining the appropriate usage of the forward borrowing resolutions shall be prepared by council for approval at 
the next board meeting. 
 
 Upon roll call, the vote was recorded as follows:  Mrs. Barnhill: aye; Mr. Edwards: aye; Mr. Hartman: 
aye; Mr. Robertson: aye; Mrs. Skitko: aye; Dr. Smock: aye; Mr. Thees: aye; Mrs. Zahora: nay. Ayes: seven.  
Nays: one.  Absent: one.  Motion carried. 
 
 Mr. Sager revisited rescinding or removing from the agenda the original non-consent item H as it was 
now moot. 
 
 It was moved by Mr. Edwards and seconded by Mr. Hartman to remove from the agenda non-consent 
item H.   
 

Upon roll call, the vote was recorded as follows:  Mrs. Barnhill: aye; Mr. Edwards: aye; Mr. Hartman: 
aye; Mr. Robertson: nay; Mrs. Skitko: aye; Dr. Smock: aye; Mr. Thees: aye; Mrs. Zahora: nay.  Ayes: six.  
Nays: two.  Absent: one. Motion carried. 
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BUDGET RESOLUTION – INDEX 
 

Mr. Brown indicated the resolution was ok by him.  Mrs. Adams read the resolution. 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Zahora and seconded by Mr. Hartman the board approve the budget index 

resolution as presented and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as addendum #2007-2008-035.   
 
Upon roll call, the vote was recorded as follows:  Mrs. Barnhill: aye; Mr. Edwards: aye; Mr. Hartman: 

aye; Mr. Robertson: nay; Mrs. Skitko: aye; Dr. Smock: aye; Mr. Thees: nay; Mrs. Zahora: aye.  Ayes: six.  
Nays: two.  Absent: one.  Motion carried. 
 
BID – SNOW & ICE REMOVAL 
 

Mrs. Adams asked for the board’s approval to solicit bids for snow and ice removal.  A straw vote was 
taken and all members present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 
REMARKS BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 
 
 Mr. Thees presented a question.  Who is against the referendum?  Might it be the incoming board 
members, the Mercury, Mr. Hylton?  Not Mr. Thees.  He was upset with the Mercury’s reference to the present 
board being the culprit.  He gave a definition of the word and found it to be offensive. 
 
 Mr. Hartman thanked everyone for coming.  The Football Boosters Program last Friday night brought 
student representatives from different groups.  It was a great rally for our student body made the district very 
proud.  He was pleased with the support of many young people attending the event.  They were able to raise 
about $14,000.00 for the music program.  He also apologized for any misunderstandings for the concession 
stand.  Safety was his main concern.  As for the soccer program he took responsibility as a board member and 
feels the board is at fault for this failure. 
 
 Mrs. Barnhill said she was disappointed with the lack of courtesy given to board members when they 
speak.  For four years the audience does not listen, shows no manners and no respect.  The floor deserves to 
have everyone’s full attention. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

It was moved by Dr. Smock and seconded by Mr. Thees that the board adjourn.  All members present 
voted aye. The meeting adjourned at 10:00 PM. 

 
 

         ________________________    
         Linda S. Adams 
         Board Secretary 
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